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TO THE RIGHT NOBLE, 
and Honorable : Robert Earle of Sali{- 


burie, vicount Cranborne, Baron of Eſſmg- 


don, principall Secretarieto his Maieſtic, Maylter 


of the court of Wardes and Lineries, Chancellor of the Vninerſitie 
of Cambridge, knight of the Noble order of the Garter, 
and one of his Highneſſe moſt Honor a= 
ble priuy ( ouncell | 


Ieht Honorable and my moſt honored Lord, albeit I 
! haue no ſpecial place allotted mee in the building of 
&) the holy Temple of our Sauior, yet | Thope] Imay be 
LILINSS permitted to behold, with ioy of my ſoule, the riſing 
of thoſe beautifull wals, and now and then | out of a zealous deſire 
to haue the worke go forvvard] ſet my hand thereunto, though x 
ranke my ſelfe but among ſt the meaneſt of the labourers, theſe J« 
ſeore and ten thouſand that beare burthens. Ipreſume I may:and 
haue therefore brought this little Stone , or pecce of morter, or 
vwhatſocuer it proue, to further that holy building. The rather, 
becauſe it is ſo mal:;ciouſly withſtood by the crooked generation of 
Tannes and Tambres, who | albeit they ſhall not prenaile, as the 
Apoſtle _ them | for truth muſt haue that priniledge] bend 
[notwithanding all their powver againſt it, & do their utter- 
moſt to laie the ſame [ though it be Gods owne houſe]/enell wuith 
the ground. vuho can be ſome that hath tongue or pen in ſuch 4 
cauſe? It is our marſters owne quarrel. Canes latrantpro Do- 
minis ſuis tu non me vis [ {aith a learned Father] latrare pro 
chriſto? Yet what Thaue written is but a letter and that a Loue- 
letters but it | moſt Noble Lord} A chriſtan Loue-letter, per- 
ſovadine al( though perticularly directed to one) of the Romuſhe 
religion, with mild and charitable phraſe, to a true faith in the 
bloud of Chriſt theſis. This letter Imake bold (but in moſt hums- 
FT OD ble 
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ble manner |topreſent vnis your Ho. Which m yeſpet? of the 44. 


thor [ afe7 phe hers $ult] 1 vill neither prajje nor dif- 
oy A Sa A ill neither praiſe nox ife 


þ 


pra 1, vituperare ſtulti : yer thus much it con. 
cerneth me to make knowne,& (without imputation of arrogan- 
0) ) 112ay regort, that when Thad writ this treatiſe(dreading the 
inſof cienCic or part/elloey of nine ame indgement ) Lappealed 
V11F0 1390 100je. eucrenland learned Dues, for their cenſure; 
wvhb vihen they hadperuſedit, ſent me away, my pains comen- 
ded, the bookenot diſcommended, nor my ſelfe any way diſcoura- 
ged; Otherwwviſezit ſhould nener hae felt the preſſe, at leaſt, ne- 
wer hauspreſamedponſo Honorable patronage :Notwithſtand. 
"uresl confeſſe it is vnovorthy your regard. But Thope your Hoy: 
will dealeno vuorſe wvith me then Chriſt did vwith the poore 
IWiddevv in the Goſpell : ſhee brought her farthing, 1bring as 
much : 1offer all T hane, ſhe offerd no more : ad.that vuhich ma- 
keth a Mite a Million,,vuith afree hart T caſt itinto the treſurie. 
As a pledge therfore of my lone to the churth of Chriſt ny loyaltie 
po my King and country, and laſtly of my moſt humble and my moſt 
dutifull affection vnto your He: (though I am unknovun wnts 
you, as for any extraordinary means Thane, T am ever likely to be] 
I woſt humblie beſecch your Lo: that the ſame'Ypay find your Hon: 
and grations acceptance.” an tedbet} x 
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ſcruice vnto your Hon: 


Iohn Svvynnerton, 
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Senttoa Gentlewoman,muſ-ſtiled a 


CaTHOLICK E,t0 labour hir con- 


uerſion to the true Catholicke faith 
of CHRIST IESPS. 


aaa Lthough Miſtris KATHARINE, from 
Eg do the houre L firſt vnderſtood how pitti- 
fully you were miſcaried in matter of 
22) Religion , how erroneoullie miſled in 
2%) your manner of doing {cruice tothe Al- 
mighty ; | euer held (and not ignorant of the diuine 
prohibition of raſh tudgment the ſtate of your berter 
part to be dangerous : yer hauing (more then curſori- 
lie) pervied that worthie pecce of work (as you take it) 
thelumtle booke you ſent me, I conceiueda ſtronger 
ground for my opinion, and might diſcern methoght, 
more clecrlie,cuen a lamentablenes in your condition; 
to haue your ſoule (after ſuch ſort) tobe fed,orrather 
teaſted and not fed, or rather filled, and not feaſted : 
but to ſpeake moſt properly, neither fed,nor feaſted, 
nor filled, but flatly poiſoned with ſuch Iralian drugs, 
with ſuch ſuperſtitious and Antichriſtian confe&tions, 
as inthefaid booke, and divers other your irreligious 
Pamphlets of like ſubic are compounded; while that 
| B 


bread 


Y eA Chriſtian | 
bread of life, which onely ſhould feed, itis nothungred 
after, that vncorruptible Aarna, wherewith onely it 
oughttobefeafted, is notgathered, thatererrall food, 
which onely hathpowertofillit, is not ſctby : I meane 
while the true whollome receit{indeed] is rejected, the 
purcandheauenandearth-out laſting worde of God, 

neither readenorregarded. Ihaue teltmy heart outof 
the generall loue of a chriſtian, and my more particu- 
lar afteQtion rowardes you, almoſt melt intoſorrowe 
and compaſſion,to think how youly {labberingintheſe 


corrupted puddles of mans erronious| inuentions, yer . | 


never the moreclenſed, when you might with aſmuch 
calc, and much better welcome, enter that. liueſome 
©" Bath of Gods owne founding, his ſacred ſcriptures, 
whole waters are of admirable operation, and[ by the 
hand of his bleſſed ſpirite] woulde be fure ro wath, not 
Tob.2g,6 Onely.your feetefas Jobipeaketh] but -_ handes and 
your headalſo | as Peter prayed, ] ye euen your ſoule 
nv ey likewiſe, as Danid affirmech, and make you allouer as 
| ' whiteas ſnow in Salmon. Youmay notalledge, thatthe 
zchr.34, 14 booke of God is loſt or calt intoa corner | as it was in 
tere.36,23 the daics of 70/745 Jor that his ſacred writings, arecutin 
peeces,andthrowne intothe fire, as they were by the 
handes of Jehoiarhins. 
Youcannot pleade any famine oftheworde of God 
[which of all other infli&ions, the Lord for hfs mercye 
ſake euermore auert from our nation ] that ſhoulde in- 
forceyouto feede ſo eagerly vpon ſuch groſſe,and vn- 
wholſome garbadge, tor a greater plenty, and freer 
paſſage thereof, the King of heauen haue the glorye, 
as we hauethe gaine, neuerany kingdome ofthe earth 


[Ethinke ] inioyed. The truthis, neither you, nor the _ 


gr ca- 


Lone-letter. 'F 
greateſt clarkthat cuer breathd ſuperſtitionypon you, [4 
can bring a ſubſtantial reaſon to excuſe your vnac- | 

quaintance with the ſcriptures, confidering you may 
read them, and heare them truely) read, and expoun- 
ded | if you pleate ] andthar ir is our ſaujours owner. ,. 
precept, Search rhe ſcriptures, and a. concluſion of Mar 12,29 
his owne framing, Erre not knowing the Secrip> 
tures. 
| It an ordinarie friende ſhould counſell youto doe a 
JF thing within your power,that would beneither charga- 
-  Þ blenortroublefomevnto you, and withallannex vnto 
JT hisaduiſea forcible reaſon, importing ſome ſingular. 
Y benefit, that ſhouldredound in doingit, woulde you 
no: with all readincfle vndertake it, and moſt willinglie 
embrace his counſell? Iknow you would: and there- 
fore cannot chaſe but woonder, when that extraordi- 
narie friend of yours Chriſt 7eſis, who held you| Icha- 
ritablie include youamoagſt the choſen ] as precious 
as his owne heart blood, and whome you thoulde re- 
eſteeme more deere then your owne ſoule, ſhall offer 
you his owne booke to read, commaund youto read it, 
and withall afſertaine you, that you goe aſtraie, and 
wander out of the right waiethar leadethto felicitie,be- 
cauſe youwant that direction, whichthe ſame woulde 
d IT affoordeyou: To ſee you notwithſtanding ſhut your 
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'© IT cies, andeares, andall your ſences to be delightedand 
n- F cuenrauiſhedwithſuch harſh ſounding, and vamelo- 
N- dious harmonie; ſuch abſurd, and hereticall do&rine, 
er } a5this booke which I receined from you, and otherof 


e, {| thelike ftampeſto frequent amongeſt you] are ſtuffed 
th } with; Wherein I graunt, ſome part of Goddes worde 
he _{ [to countenaunce forthall the reſt] is heere andthere 
— | B 2 in- 
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eA (briftian 
inter-wouen, bur that cither not it ſelfe through cor. 
rupttranſlation, or at leaſt nor like itſelfe, iris ſo vio. 
lentlie wreſted, and by miſapplication(ſo pittifully dif. 
figured . When had read your booke, entituled ; 4 
nartern of reaſons of catholicke Religion, with 25 manie 
briefe reaſons of refuſal, collected and compoſed by T. Hill, | 
Dodtor of Dininity, and hadde weighed the ſubieR, the © | 
ſtile, and the method, I adjudged the anſwering ofitto | 
bea matter of no greatdiffculcie, and [methought]no 
taske of impoſſibilitie for my ſelfe : though [as you 
know] no profeſſed Diuine, no noted ſtudent, and in- 
deed not worthie the name of a Scholler; Howſoeuer, 
yet I vndertookit, tillin my return fro you out of Glo- 
ſterſhire, arthe Stationers in Worſter I light vpona 
booke bearing this title, A quartern of reaſons compoſed | 
by D. Hill unquartered and proned a quartern of follies, by | 
Francis Dillingham Batcheler of Diumity. ; 
Hereupon ſecing the DoRor ſo ſubſtantiallie deak | 
with by M. Dillingham, adegree behind him one waie, | 
though manie degrees before him anorher waie, and | 
to haue receiued from him a more fufficient anſwer the 
my pouertie could haue aftoorded, I willinglic ſurcea- | 
ſed, andſolerfall my tormer reſolution : yer being vn- | 
der faile, ſeeing the wind faire, and feeling my ſelte to | 
brook pretilie wel the Ocean 7was entred into,7thoght | 
to makea voyage of it [thougha contrarie waie]betore 
I returned; mean, hauing taken pen in hand,to haue | 
anſweredſ in my vnlearned faſhion, and therefore the 
more ſutcable] the forcſaide Treatiſe, and perceiumg 
. my ſelfe ſo happilie preuented, 7determined notwith- | 
ſtanding to wrice fomething vntoyou, thatſhould con | 
cerne you, and whereby [it God were ſo pleaſed] that 
: | more 
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morethen Egyptian darknefſe wherwith yourſoule is ſo 
benighted, might ina timely houre bee expelled, 

For twochucte reaſons haue 1 made religion thear- 
gument ofthis my letter; the firſt, for that| there is no- 
thing vnder the glory of God] that ſo highlie impor- 
terh you, as the goodeſtateof your {oule, which depen 
dethvponthe religion you profeſſe inthe daies of this 
your pilgrimage vpon carth. The other reaſon. is, be- 
cauſe the difference of yourreligion & mine[ our con- 
trarie opiniontherein] hath bin che principallimpedi- 
ment that interrupted our loues proceeding , & brake 
the marriage betwixt vs, which the worlde folong ex- 
pected, and we [ but for that] mutually defired. Foras 
1, vpon ſure ground was cuer reſolued one way ſo you 
[though without ground] wereas reſolut another way 3 
and ſtill would intimate your defire of my reconcile- 
mentto your Catholicke Religion [as you call ir. ] 1n- 
deed fora Gentlewoman that is a catholike, to ponder 
aforehand thar-irreligion , though it cannot Jawfullie 
breake that indifloluble band, yet ought tobe helde of 
ſufficient forceto reſtraine [art firſt] the making there- 
of,is a prudent conſideration. | 

For her to weigh with her ſelfethatthis word conin- 
gium, or wedlocke, importetha vniting of two mindes 
and that if ſhe match with one contrarily affe&ed inre- 
ligion,the only true tempred ſtuffe that ſoldreth harrs 
togither, they,canneuer rightly accord, becauſe they 
cannot agree in loue, that diſagree infaith. This is like 
wiſean ingenious and religious caution. 
And thenifthe intrue zealeand vponthe forſaid con- 
ſideratioas, conuert that hereticke [whom the louerh ] 


tothe profeſſion of the catholike faith, before ſhe dain 
B 3 him 


A (hrittn 
him thetitle ofher husband, Queſtionlefle ſhe doth a 
worke that pleaſerh God, profiteth his church, and mi- 
niſtreth matterof reioycing tothe Angels otheauen , 
But ſtandeth the cauſe thus betwixt vs two, Idare 
ſweare [for I had rather think you any thing thena dif- 
ſembler | youthinke it doth : you thinke your .elfe a ca- 
tholicke, and mean heretick; you thinke the cuſtome 
of our young gentlewomen of your old religion, intur- 
ning their husbands hearts, to the imbracing of their 
opinions, a laudable cuſtome and ought by you like- 
wiſe as ſtri&the to be obſcrued : But alaſſe that ſuch 
blindneſſe [were it otherwile, pleaſing to our great 
God, whoſe wiſedome beſt knoweth whatis good for 
his Church] ſhould get ſuch poſſeſſion of your vn- 
derſtanding, and Ignorance, ſo ouercloude your indg- 
ment, as to make you deeme yourlſelfeto beotherwiſe 
then you are, andothers tobe euen as the vncharita- 
bleſt of your conſtruttions can make them. AlaſſeI 
ſaje,vnder the foreſaid reſeruation,thatitihould be ſo, 
howbeit I maruaile not, that it is ſo, ſince it hath bin 
proper tothe heriticks of od, preiudicatlie,toarrogate 
vntothemſclues that acceptable appellation of catho- 
licks, and to intitle the catholiks indeed}, by this odious 
attribute of hereticks. But now (methinks) you begin 
to diſtaſt my phraſe, becauſe it begins to deale round- 
liewith you , in retorting (thoughe couertlie) the he- 
retick thus vpon you : be patienta while, and becauſe 
no man that judgeth himſelfe ſound js eafilie wonne 
to accept the Phiſitians helpe, hovy full of vertue 
ſoeuerthe Medicine be,which is tendred him : giueme 
leaueTI praie you, firſt ro make you knovv yourſelfc 
to be imperteted, &then I doubtnotzburtthereceipt, 
vvhich 
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ue-letter. 
whichthe ſmall meaffire of my kill (hal compound,for 
the expelling of your infirmitie, willnot onely beplea- 
ſing vnto your ta(t, but powertull [chrough his working 
that giueth powertocuery good work] for your reco- 
uery.Ic hach bin held a proficable method,in the difcrip 
tion ofany viceto anotamize that vertue which is pro- 
perlie the oppolite; tor the hardfauored gentlewoman 
1s neuer ſo diladuantaged,as wat ſne goes hand in hand 
with her beutiful neighbor; each thing [ indeed] being 
belt deciphered by his contrarie. 1 will therefore[rhe 
queſtion being which of vs is the catholicks] firſt dilco- 
uer mine own faith,which you hold to beno better then 
herefie,& the verie contrarie vnto yours; that thereby 
the beuticof your profeſſion, if mine be fo deformed, 
may the morebee admired, or rather [as I hope] and 
[if judiciall ezes impartially diſcerne berwixt vs aflire 
my ſelfe]chat the impuritie, and blemithes thereof, by 
ſuch oppoſition of mine, fo ſubſtancially warrantabke 
may the ſooner be reuealed, and by your elite whom it 
ſoneerelie concernes the better diſcerned : and the ra- 
ther dol begin with diſcloſing the ſubſtance of mine 
owne profeſſion,becauſe weare bound to find thetrue 
fx;rh of chriſt in our ſelues, before we examine the want 
therof in others, and oughtreadilicto giuea reckoning 
oftheſame, if either authority [thar is ſufficient] in- 
toyne,or cauſes | that are ſubſtantial] as in this caſe ſnal 
induce vs therunto. 
M Y religion [vnderſtand meTpraie you] Isthe true ,,$e7, 
worſhip of theenerliuing God, T know itis the true 
worſhip of God becauſe itis that manner and forme of 
worſhip,which is agreeableto his bleſſed wil; I know it 
isagreeableto his wil, becauſe it is framed acordingto 
the perſcrip- 
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preſcription of his holy word: And 7 know itto be fra- 
med according to his word, becauſe 7 learnethe ſame 
out of his owne booke, which containeth nothing but 
| his word; delivered firſt by his owne voice to our fore 
fathers, after indighted by his owne al-ſufficient wiſ- 
dome, penned downe by his owae choſen ſeruants the 
prophets and Apoſtles, ſealed and confirmed with the 
precious bloud of his owne deere ſonne, and from age 
ro age, through perſecution, through capriuitie, tho- 
rough the moſt powerfull occurrents that euer Sathan 
deuiſed, for impugningthe ſame, by his owne woon- 
derfullprouidence ſo inercifully preſerued, to be food 
for the ſoules , and direftion ft theliues of his ele& 
here en earth, while the world endureth, which booke 
 wetherefore intitle the ſacred ſcriptures, & common- 
ly theBible : ſo that my Religion is, a worſhipping of god 
= his owne will, revealed by his owne word comprizedin 
bis ownebooke: andtherefore as 7 firſt ſaid, a *rue wor- 
ſhip of the exerlining God, And, is itnot [iudgeyou]rhe 
wiſeſt courſe we can take for the vnderſtanding the wil 
of our God, without whichwe are no better then the 
beaſts thatperiſh, and which neceſſarilie wee muſt at- 
tainevnto before we can do it,as we muſt doe it;before 
werecelue that which you call the wages of wel-doing. 
Toreaddiligentlie this booksto ſearch reuerently theſe 
ſcriptures, and to haue continual recourſe vnto this 
word,which may be called the truſty Embaſſador that 
faithfullie deliuereth the reuealed councels of God, 
the holy mouth that truely vtrereth the oracles of his 
bleſſed ſanQtuarie, which is the word of life, the worde 
of truth, as true as himſelfe, his owne word,and there- 
forethe beſt reucaler of his will, and moſt "_ _ 
Cri 
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diſcriber ofthat platforme, after which hee delighteth 

to be warſhipped. 2 
I willnotby way of inferenceas I go along, rouc at 
any marks of your profeſſion, til I haue inſomperfeGer 
ſort meaſuredout mine owne, elfe could I [me thinks] 
withan arrow drawne out of this quyuer, pierce euen 
the quickeſt vaine of thoſe vnwarranted Decretels, and 
humaine Traditions of yours. But letyour thoughtes a 
while be beſtowed in conſideration of what | fay touch- 
ing mine owne religian,which earlt | defined to be,The 
true worſhipe of the euerliuing God. Wherein leaſt you 
| ſhould miſtake, in thinking | deale Pharaſatcally, or at- 
tribute perfetion of impoſſibility vato my lelfe, who 
being bur fleſh, am therefore full of finne ,and thereby 
diſabled tor that righteous cariage, and the perfour- 
mance of thoſe holy offices, which properly belong 
to the ſeruice ofhim, who is all righteouſneſle,and true 
holines it ſelfe: conceiue I pray you, how I vnderſtand 
my ſelfe,and deſire to be vnderſtood therein. | confeſſe 
thatall men are ſinners, and my elteas finfull as any 
man, 1 might ſaie more ſinful, for | muſt judge my ſelfe 
ſeuerely, and of others charitably : beſides, 7 knowe 
mine owne wickeaneſſe, and my ſinne is ener before me. 
The Angels ofheauen, that excell in ſtrength may keep 
(o happy, happieare they that while ) the command- 
ments of the Lord,butthe inhabitants of the earth,that 
are compoſed of weakeneſle, doe nothing bur breake 
them ;1na word, Iamone of Adams crooked brats, My 
workes are impure, and all my righteonſneſſe as a polluted 
cloute. So that to doe true worſhip to that Euerlining 
God (as I profeſſed) of my ſelfe, | am not able, for a 
finfulllumpe of fleſhe, 1 finde itimpoſſible, Who am 7 
C | (laid 
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£:09.3,xi (ſaid Moyſes in atimerous diſtruſt of his owne abilitie, ) 
that] ſnold govnto Pharo. The whatam I,maicI better 
expoſtalare trom the certaine kno ledge otmy dilabj- 
licie, to worthip the Ex2rlajtizg God ? hat am 1, that © 
amathouſandrimes inferior to thar Moſes, ro worſhip | 
him truclie, whois tenrhoutfand, nay innumerable and | 
vnimaginarie millions of degrees ſuperior to that 
Pharo. But the ſame God, who| in reſpect of his owne | 
deſert , being the perteQion ofallchinges, and allper- 
fection before thinges had being] requireth ſuch exact 
ſeruice from me, knowes whereot Lam made,forI am, 
a worke of his owne handes, and remembreth that, 1 Y 
_ am but duſtthe ſubſtance of my forefathers, vnskilfull WM & 
how [for Iam no betterthen a beaſt in my owne know-' Þ t 
ledge, and vnaprif I were skillfull, ſo to ferue him, My 
hearte by nature being continually ſo miſdiſpoſed. And WY \ 
out ofthe great ſtorehouſle therefore of his vnualua- W tO 
ble compaſſion, hath he ſent me afull ſ\upplictoallmy WF w 
defe&s, andplainelic direQed me how toadrefſe my ' p 
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{elfe for the manner of ſeruice, which muſt purchale WY th 

his acceptation : for as he gaue encouragement to Mo- WW tr; 

ſes,and taught himwith his owne word what to faic WW yy 

vato, and howe © carrie himſelfe before Pharo, Y 7+ 

It hath pleaſed him in like ſort to znbolden mecin Y yi; 

| my greateſt feare, and by the perteA rule of the ſame F ca 
1 powerfullword, to inſtruct me after what forte toap- F ab} 
os i peare beforehim, and howto demeane my ſelfe inthe | F pri 
Mod preſenceof his Maieſtic, his ſacred word | I faie (till] thi 
1 k the ſpirit ofrruth expounding the ſame vnto. me, is my F ble 
F inſtruction. * * £2] | ÞF anc 
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Hence Tlearne| which is the leſſon thatall chriſti- J rig 
ans ſhould be perte& in] the knowledge of Ieſus | Þ mir 
& | chriſt 
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chriſt, and him crucified, to know him to be perfect 
Godandperfe& Man, my maker, my ſauiour, my me- 
diator, My maker as he is God, my Sautour and media- 
tor. as he is Godand man: this is all I defire to knowe, 
and may be wel enough, for that learned Apoſtle of his, 
notwithſtanding his miraculous conuerſion, a- 
boundant inſpiration,and heauenly viſion, [ by his own 
teltimonie,knew no more, as he needed not, the doc- 
arine thereof being [ indeede] the verie furame, and 
ſcope ofthe whole (criptures. This knowledge whoſo- 
cucr hath, though heknowe nothing elſe, knowethall 
thinges : as who ſo wanteth the ſame, though hee 
knowe all thinges clfe, maycbce ſaide ro knovveno- 
tlung. 

This is that chriſtall fountain from whencethe pure 
Waters of life do flovv, and they that drinke ſouadlie 
thereof ſhall neuer thirſt. This 1s that fixed Helrce 
which it we truelie obferue, pointeth out our land of 
promile, and dire&teth vs the right waie thitherz Nay, 
this is the waicitſelte that leades vs vnto truth; andthe 
truth it ſelfe that leades vnto life; and the life ir ſelfethar 


vveſo long after,evencternall felicitie, 7am the way, the tohn 14.6 
) 43 


truth and the life : Novv, fromthis knowledge ofmy ſa- 
uior, I learnto renounce my ſelfeand relie vpon him,to 
caſt off mine own beggerlic rags patchedtogether with 
abhominacion, and by the hand of faith toput on his 
princely robe, the glorious robe of his righteouſnes. In 
this attire [appeare before my god,8& becomeaccepta- 
ble in his preſence,for this garmenthe frely giuerhme, 
and as freely teacheth me how to weare it : I meane this 
righteouſneſſe of Chriſt, which is the true confor- 
mitie with the law of GOD, and an abſolute ful- 

0 filling 


< 


ior.r, 32 
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filling thereof : God, out othis meere grace and mercy 
impureth vnto me, and withall woo:keth in me tairh, 
whereby I apply the lame vato my lelfe, ſothatin this 
ſence, | may preſume to ſay the righteoulnes of Chriſt 
is mine, andthattherein | ferue my God truely, as he 
that laboured ſo much cuen to anotamize the worke of 
juſtification, hath foran eternall Maxime tet downe, 
that Chri#t is made wnto vs righteouſnes, wiſedome, ſan. 
cification, and redemption, and elle where, That in him 
wearecompleat. The traile wit of man hath deuiſed a 
law, whereby an a& done by one is remitted from him 
that did it,to himthar gaue content and commiſſion for 
the doing of it. Butthe vnſcarchable wiſedome of our 
God, from the deepe reachof his mercy, and compal- 
fion , without ſomuchas our knowledge { for he knew 
vs from cuerlaſting, and beforethe foundation of the 
worlde, contrived this meanes for our deliuery] hath 
morethen admirably conueyed vnto vs the memora- 


| blea& of Chriſtes humiliation and ſatisfaction , and 


by his impuration, and our aprehenſion {which is like- 
wiſe his guifre ) freelye made itours. The worke it 


ſelfe which is Isflice, notaltred by the exchange of the | 
fubie&, but onely inattribure. It being ZegallinChrii, | 
- invs Enangclieall:]1fthen the righteoutneſle of Chriſt | 
thus be made ours, if his obedience and ſatisfaction be 
thus freely beſtowed vppon vs: What ſhould hinder | 
VS (it _ be meruailed ) from affording due entertain- | 
mentto ſo vnſpeakeable a benefit, and that we make | 
not true vſe offo great aduantage. Is not this the de- | 
leableſt foodthart euerany hungry ſtomacke longed | 
after? 1s itnot the ſofteſt couch that the wearied ſouls 
can findto repoſe vpon ? Queſtionleſſe itis, andthere-| 


fore 


t 
_ 
f 
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fore whoſocuer reſoluerh to fare well, ſhoulde frame 
himſelfe to this diet, and he that louerth to lie ſoft, mult 
become his owae Harbinger, andmakeſure in time to 
take vp this lodging :For this is the food of eternall 
lite, this is the bed of euerlaſting reſt. Peter not him- 
ſelf, bur being then, ſand noronly then) outof his pro 
per Element | torhe knew not what he ſaid] brake with 
chriſt about building of tabernacles on the mountThabar. 
But hee that vpponthis foundation which is chriſt him- 
ſelfe ſhall aduiſedly ere the fortreſle of his -hope, and 
Tabernacle of his felicity, may be truely faidto be his 
owne man, though ſcarcely as the apprehenſion of 
men goeth nowa daies, and thathe is inthe right, For 
he knowes what he dorh, and that his building,though 
allthoſe wordely, fle(bly, and diuelliſh aduerfaries, 


- combine in oppugnation , can neuerbe ſubuerted. In 


more propper ſence therefore then Peter ſpake it, 1 
may boldely ſay, Heere is good being, goodforthe King, 
good forrheBegger, good fox all, heere,is good be- 
ing indeed, and heeream I conſtantly reſolued, let ne- 
uerſo many millions of milbeleeuers reſt vppon what 
other rotten dependance they liſt, to ſet downe my reſt 
forcuer. 

This ſtay 1 knowto be ſure and neuer — 
this ſupportation Iam ſure is ſtrongand neuer ſhaketh. 
This, this is our ſoules moſt firme, and neuer- 
failing anchorage : yeathis righteouſnes of our ſweete, 
and louing ſauiour, is notonely aſure ſtrong and neuer 
failing foundation, buritis the onely ſure ſtronge and 
neuer failing foundation, whereupon we mult reſolue 


to build all our happines forcuer, ifeuer we refolueto-. 
C 3 hap=. 
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filling thereof: God, out othis meere grace and mercy 
impureth vnto me, and withall woorketh in me taich, þ 
whereby I apply che lame vato my leife, ſothatin this Þ 
ſence, | may prelume to ſay the righteouſtes of Chritt | 
is mine, andthattherein 1 ſerue my God truely, as he | 
that laboured ſo much cuen to anotamize the worke of {| + 
juſtification, hath tor an eternall Maxime tet downe, I + 
1 cor.r, 39 that Chri#t is made vnto vs righteouſnes, wiſedome, ſan. | 
eification, and redemption, and elle where, That in him 
Cal2,19 yeare compleat. The fraile wit of man hath deuiſed 1 
law, whereby an a& done by one is remitted from: him F = 
that did it,to himrthat gaue confent and commiſſion for | 
the doing of it. Butthe vnlearchable wiſedoine of our | 
God, from the deepe reachof his mercy, andcompal- 
fion , without ſomuchas our knowledge { for he knew 
vs from cuerlaſting, and beforethe foundation of rhe 

w worlde, contrived this meanes for our deliuery] hath 
morethen admirably conveyed vnto vs the memora- 
ble a& of Chriſtes humiliation and farisfation , and 
by his impuration, and our aprehenſion (which is like- 
wiſe his guifre ) freelye made itours. The worke it 
ſelfe which is Jsftice, notaltred by the exchange of the 
fubiect, but onely inattribure. It being Zegallin Chrit, 

/ . invs Enangclieall :1fthen the righteoutneſle of Chriſt | 
thus be made ours, if his obedience and fatisfaftion be * 
thus freely beſtowed vppon vs: What ſhould hinder |} 
vs (it a be meruailed ) from affording due entertain- | 
ment to ſo vnſpeakeable a benefit, and that we make | 
not truevſe offo great aduantage. Is not this the de- | 
leQableſt foodthar euerany hungry ſtomacke longed | 
after? 1s itnottheſofteſt couch thatthe wearied ſouls | 
can findto repoſe vpon? Queſtionleſſe itis, andthere- | 
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fore whoſocuer reſoluerh to fare well, ſhoulde frame 
himſelfeto this dier, and he that loueth to lie foft, mult 
become his owne Harbinger, andmakeſure in time to 
take vp this lodging :For this is the food of eternall 
lite, this is the bed of euerlaſting reſt. Peter nor him- 
ſelf, bur being then, ſand notonly then) outof his pro 

er Element | torhe knew not what he ſaid] brake wich 
chriſt about building of #abernacles on the mountThabar. 
But hee thatvpponthis foundation which is chriſt him- 
ſelfe ſhall aduiſedly ere the fortreſle of his -hope, and 
Tabernacle of his felicity, may be truely ſaidto be his 
owne man, though ſcarcely- as the apprehenſion of 
men goeth nowa daies, and thathe is inthe right, For 
he knowes what he doth, and that his building,though 
allthoſe wordely, fleſhly, and diuellih aduerſaries, 


- combine in oppugnation, can neuerbe ſubuerted. In 


more propper ſence therefore then Peter ſpake it, 1 
may boldely ſay, Heere is good being, goodforthe King, 
good fortheBegger, good for all, heere,is good be- 
ing indeed, and heeream I conſtantly reſolued, let ne- 
uerſo many millions of miſbeleeuers reſt vppon what 
other rotten dependance they liſt, to ſet downe my reſt 
forcuer. | 
This ſtay 1 knowto be ſure and neuer ſhrinckin p 

this ſupportation I am ſure is ſtrongand neuer ſhaketh, 
This, this is our ſoules moſt firme, and neuer- 
failing anchorage : yeathis righteouſnes of our ſweerte, 
and louing fauiour, is notonely aſure ſtrong andneuer 
failing foundation, bur it is the onely ſure ſtronge and 
neuer failing foundation, whereupon we muſt reſolue 
tobuild all our happines forcuer, ifeuer we retolue to: 
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happie, for torelie vpon ought beſides, that theearth, of 
orrhe heauens themlelues canafford, inthe greatand Y Þb 
weightie cauſe ofour iuſtification, is to truſt vatothat Y di 
which thallneuer ſtedde vs, and moſt yndoubtedlieto FF m 
become moſt vnhappic.Now, this righteouſnefſe of Y at 
our mefcifullredeemer, fo aduantageableto all thole Y g 
that conſtantly cepend thereuppon, I conſider in his WY In 
perfe&obcying to the law of God,which we had tranſ- th 
greſied, zhd couldeneuer of ourſclues hauc tulfilled, " pt 
and his paineſull —— the puniſhment pro- MY tc 
per to ſuch our tranſgreſſions; cuen the wrath ofhis fa FF in 
. ther, which was incenſed, & by no fatisfation of man, ar 
or Angel could euerhaue bin appeaſed. O ſweet, vnet- fi 
fable and incomprehenſible mercie of our God, who ſe 
outct his owneboſome hath diſtilled a balme to cure ne 
all our wounds, though neuer ſo morrall, andalbeirſo . IF . in 
deſcruedlic recciued in thetraitcrous breach of his ſa- th 
cred ordinaunces, and not ſparedeuen his owne heart pl 
bloud, ro wath awaic our vncleannefle, and to purge vs wl 
that were his enemies, from all ourcorruption. The fe 
meanes that conucieth vnto us this mercie of God the th 
father inthis merite of God the ſonne, is [as I former- cc 
touched] aliuclic iuſtifieng faich, begotten in our harts th 
by Godthe Holi-ghoſt,who muſt needes bethefficienc wh 
cauſe ofthe ſaid Faith, as thetrueknowledge andtruſt | by 
in Chriſt is the formall, the goſpellthe inſtrumental, F G 
and the finall gods glorie. By which faith, it being The (F fai 
Hebr-11,r groundofthingeswhith are hoped for, andthe euidence of ing 
things whichare not ſeene, or a ſtedfaſt ſupernaturall kit 
knowledgeand firme apprehegfion of Gods kindnes in -| no 
Chritt Jeſus towards vs. Many celeſtiall indowmentes 
and good workes arckindled inthe mind and hart, and fF uo 


flame 


Lone-letter. 
fame forch ofthe life and conucrſation of cuerie true 
belecuer; as repentance, hope, loue, muocation, obe- 
dience, iuſtification, adoprtioa, patience, contolation, 
mortification,peace of conſcicce,ioy inthe holigholt, 
and regeneration wichthe fruits therot :Allofthem to- 
gither with diuers other ſuc! like heauenlic infuſed qua- 
lties, though notdiſtinguitnable in time bur in nature, 
though eſſentially being Gods gifts, and immediatelie 
proceeding from his grace,yer properlic either bepot- 
ten, wrought or apprehended by the ſaide Faith, it be- 
ingin vs acauſe,& they the neceſlarie eftects, the root, 
and they the inſeperable braunches : So that whenT at- 
firme my religion to be, The true ſernice of God and that 
ſeruiceto be performed:ruclie by vs,in the righteouſ- 
nes of Chriſt, Ido notherein exclude our workes as 
. imperrinent or vnneceſfarie thereamo, or deny bur 
that good workes are Gods ſeruices, and thattherein it 
pleaſerhhim to be glorified : But becauſe our workes 
when they are at the beſt are of themſelues imper- 
fe, and whenthey finde the happieſt paſſage, not for 
themſclues, butin and for Chrilts righreoutnes areac- 
cepred, I iudge ir a more proper ſpeech to,fay, thatin 
therighteouſnes of Chrift which is abſolutely perteCt, 
whichis ſreely beſtowed vpon vs,and really made ours 
by Aith,and from. which as from the fountaine of all 
Gods graces, all our owne good workes are properlie 
faid-toſpring, thattherein weſerue God truely [ itbe- 
ing ofit ſelfas itweldeſcructh merritorious, andma- 
king our poor endeuours,which ofthemſclues deſerue 
nothing,nioſt gratiouſly to be regarded. 
Indeedeitisallinall vatoes,reconciling vs to the fa- 


uour of our God, andinablinge vs to doe that which 
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is acce!»table both betore God and man : for where 
this righteouſneſſe is faithfully receiued ; This righte- 
ouſneſle,chrough which only we enioy all the bleiiings 
ofthe earth, by which onely (as 1 ſaid) our beſt deedes 
muſt purchaſe acceptation,and for wlichonly we con- 
fidently hope, atthe laſt daieto be faued: where 1 {aie 
this righteouſneſle is truely apprehended by faith , by 
. vertue of the ſamethe heart, andallthe powers ofthe 
whole man, are inſtantly preſt (ſo muchas m him lies) 


foral godly ceſigns,and eagerly bent{lofaras by grace 


he is inabled ) tothe execution of any religious office, 
that may tend to the ſeruice of his Lord and fauiour, 
and to the manifeſtation of his obedience, loue, and 
thankefulneſſe to his maieſtie, for ſuch his vnſpeakable 
mercy towardes him: for looke how proper light is to 
theſunne or heaterto fire, ſoproper, and ſo inſeparable 
are good workes vnto that faithe which is ſo. ſurely 
founded vpon the mercie of God, in this righteoul- 
neſſe of Chriſt e/us : No Iam fo far from renouncing 
or diſclaiming from good works, that! will acompany 
any true,orſtiled catholick,proteſtant or papiſt inthe 
world, in commendation, eſtimation, and approbati- 
on of them, tillrhey come to be ſo1ntollerably prized, 
astobe ſctin the roome of chriſtes righceouſneſle, to 
fulfill the erernall law of God, which was Chriſts office, 
to be held meritorious of ſfaluation, which is the due of 
chriſts obedience; and conſequently to be made pro- 
portionablewith Gods juſtice, which is onely proper 
to chriſts righteouſneſle; Inthis degree of magnifieng 
them T hold jtſeeurity to leaue them,acknoledging my 
pouerty onewaie, | acording to thatrate] not able to 
reachthem : and knowing my riches another way jou 
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fucha reckoning notto ſtandin neede of them, fbrive 
are poore in our ſelues but rich in Chriſt, I conteſſe that to 
glorifie God by doing good workes,; is a principall end 
both of our eleCtion, creation, redemption,and ſanQi- 
fication: I confeſle that workes are neceſlary, for great 
and waightie reſpe&s,' as beſides the honnouring of 
God, whichis the chiefe end of all, andto bepreterred 
beforeany reſpe& whatſoeuer, to manifeſt our faith,to 
credit our vocation, to expreſle our thankefulneſle, to 
benefite our neighbour, and to acertaine vs, thatwee 
areinthe right waie, that leadeth to cuerlaſting happi- 
nefſe; yea fo farre fourth neceſſarie, that without 
them, I meane withoutthe workes of the f{econd, or at 
leaſt of the firſt Table, weſhall neuer attainvnto ſalua- 
tion : Howbeit, I dare not thence conclude, that thoſe 
workes are the cauſe of our ſaluation, but the effe&s of 
the cauſe, which 1s fairh in the righteouſneſle of chriſt. 

I confeſſethitall our good workes ſhal be rewarded 
euen toa cup of cold Water, yet will not thereby en-. 
terre, that ſuchreward is extended for the meriteicher 
of the yerſonthat doch the worke, or of the worke how 
wel done ſocuer, bur fro the meere bounty ofour god, 
who dealeth with vs (in allthings) better then /of our 
ſelues ) we deſerue ; and for manifeſtation of his truth, 
who hath gaged his wordtothat effe&, andwilleuer be 
as goodas his promiſe. Ina worde I approue good 
workes, I honour the doers ofthem,and admire that 
grace which by faith enablerth men to do them : bur ſtil 
vnderſtand them to be the fruites and conſequents of 
faith, andin vs to recciue theirlife and being fromthe 
ſame; for I cannot thinke that repentance or charity 


themſclues, though both of them ſteed vs ſo muchin 
D this 
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this Forld, & the one of them ſtay with vs in the world 
to come, are {ent by the bleſſed ſpirit, into the hearces 
or mindes of the faithfull, rill faith formerly planted 
there by the ſameſpirit, beready to recciue them. For 
I know they are diuine vertues,and no {innes: Howbe- 
x hadthey being before faith, I durſtnotrhinke them 
Re,14, 23 ſo, becauſe Iam commaunded to hold the neceſſity of 
this conſequent what ſoener is not of faith isſinne, to be 
inuincible. A legall contrition [ indeede} and hu- 
maine effetion may goe before, but when that 


contritioa becommeth true repentance, and that af- 


fecionis refinedinto perfet charity : Queſtonleſſe, 

tis faith, it being the receiuer ofthe ſpirit and purifier 
ofthe hart, by whichvnder Godis wrought that happy 
and heauenly metamorpholis. 


BY: to wade no deeper in this bottomleſſe Ocean, 
where the pilate himſelfe if he cake not good heed, 


3-Seik. may quickly finck ouer head and cares, fo infinite are 


the miſteries of our redemption, andſo many degrees | 


morethen infinitethe mercies of God ia our redemer: 
Andbecauſe I ſtand in feare, leaſt for the difficulty, you 
conceitenot,or for the ſtrangenes therof affe& not this 
deſcription, which I haue already made of my Religt- 
on; Imlllafteraplainer fort for your vnderſtanding, 
andina faſhionmoreſurtable for ourliking, draw forth 


inawordor two that pattern whichin the profeſſion of 


my faithand action of my life, till the daies of my pil- 
gramage, in this vaile of affliction bee determined, 
Iam retolued by theayde of the bleſſed ſpirit precile- 
lyto follow; and whence astouching the diſcharge of 
my duty both towardes God, and man, Ifetch mydt- 


reion. 
_ 
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re&ion. I formerly implyed, thatthis patterne wasthe 
written word, and fo 1 doe ſtill for the worde of Godis 
4 Lanthorne vnto our feete, and alight wnto our pathes, Pla,rrg 
a Lanthorne to keepe our fecte trom falling, in the 
race that wearcto runne for ſo gicate a Wager,and 
alight ro make ourpathes though they be rarrow, and 
otherwiſe impoſlible to be hir,yer plain & paſlable vnto 
vs : butan Eprtomy onely of this word I wil now propole 
vnto you,which conſiſteth of the creede, the comman- 
dements,and the lordspraier ; the creed indited by the 
holy ghoſt,and(fro probability)penned by theapoltles, 
howlocuer yet compoſed of their doGrine,&therfore 
not vnworthily called their creed. The commaunde- 
ments indited [and petined tofor ought we knowe by 
god himfelfeJand deliuered to his choſea {eruant Moſes 
onthe Vount Synay : and the Lords prayer indicted, b 
chriſt our auior,andafterwards penned down,by thoſe 
heauenly inſpired aQuaries of his, the holy Euange- 
liſts 3 the creed comprizing the ſubſtance of the goſpel, 
whichis a ioyfull meſſage of ſaluation, beſtowed vpon 
vs vnder acondition of faithfull belecuing : The com- 
mandements compreheding the ſum of the law which 
isan aſſurance ofeternal life vnto vs, but vndera c5di- 
tion of a harder nature,namely the exa& performance 
of our dutye towardes God, and our neighbour, cx- 
preſſed in theſe con:mauncementes; And the Lordes 
prayer contayning an abſolute Method of inuoca- 
tion, or a nerfect rule how to offer the ſacryfice of 
prayſe and prajer vntoour God, wherexith heconfeſ- 
ſethhimſelfe tobe honored, and wherin our ſeruice vn- 
tohis maieſty[eſpecially frs our inward wan]is moſt ct- 
teQually performed the creed, which is our lawof be- 
D 2 lecuing. The 
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The commaundements which are our lawes of liuing, 
and the Lords prayer which is ourlaw of prailing and 
praying, andlong lince forthe dignity of it intituted e- 
uenthe Law likewiſe of living, and belecuing : Now, 
the creed, the commaundements, andthe Lords pray- 
er, being chus ineffect, a compendious breuiarie ofthe 
whole Bible, which containerh the ſacred worde of the 
cucrliuing God, waereby his blefſed willfor our maner 
ot ſcruing him is maniteſtly revealed vnto vs; andthe 
definition of niy religion being a #rus ſeruice of the ener- 
Liuing God, according to his will reuealed in his worde , 1 
am warranted (notanye way inipugning the ſame) to 
affirm, that my religion is, to belecueaccording tothe 
creed, toliue according tothe commaundements, and 
ro.inuocate the name of Godaccording to the Lordes 
praicr. Howbeit,I vnderſtandnor heerethis word[ac- 
cording in ſence of abſolute coreſpondence, with the 
creede, the commaundements and the Lordes prayer; 
But vnder this humble and neceſlary reſeruation, 
namely thatTI belecue according tothe creede, as ſted- 
 faſtly, andaſſuredly, thatTliue accordingto the com- 
mandements, as vprightly and conformably, and that 
Linuocate thename of God, according tothe Lordes 
prayer as zealouſlyand effeually, as the meaſure of 
Fit ,grace,andthe ſpirit do enable me : For theſe area] 
Gods giftes, and he freely beſtowerh them vppon his 
necdy tollowers, in proportion that is beſt pleaſing to 
his vnchaungeable will, and moſt agreeable to his vn- 
ſearchable wiſedome : F or Idare notthinke better of 
my ſelfein theability of belecuing, liuihg and praying, 
then my betters haueformerly done of themſelues :[ O 


that I were ſo gratiouſly qualified, wherby I might w_ 
. y 
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ly be occaſioned tothinkeſowel ] my betters, I meane 
thebelt of Gods ſeruants, ſome ofthem hauing cryed 
vntothe Lordforhelpetotheir vnbeleefe, andto have 
theyr fayth increaſed : Some hauing agnizedthat the 
godlyelt ſeuen times a day, ſhew what houſe theyare 
come of, whole loynes they proceedfrom, that Adam 
the ringleader of man-ſinners, was their anceſtor : and 
ſome auerring that we ofour ſelues know not, whatto 
praye as-wee ought, and therefore [to helpe vs out } 
that the ſpirit it ſe]fe maketh requeſt for vs with ſighes 
that cannot be expreſſed. Wherefore | as in effe& I 
faide before]I beleeueas the meaſure offaith dothen- 

lighten me acordingtothe creed: I liueas the meaſure 
of grace dothenable me, according tothe commaun- 
dements: and I pray as the: meaſure of the ſpirit doeth 
informe me, according to'the Lordes prayer. Thus I 
belecue,thus I liue,thus I pray,chis is my religion,and 
[as I take it (The true ſernice of the enerlining God, accor- 
ding to his ak renealed inhisword. Nowe, hauing [as 

[promiſed] afterthar little glimpſeof vnderſtanding, 
by the mercy ofmy God, reſerued in me, ger you a 
view of my profeſſion, which through the ſubtilitie of 
Sarhan, playing vpon your {1mplicity, youare ſmooth- 
ly borne in hand, is ſoerronious, abſurd, and Heretj- 

call; I would gladly kgow wherein ſuch hereſie, abſur- 
ditie or errot can be found : but it was my promiſe, and 

is ſtill my purpoſe if Godthat diſpoſeth of allthinges 

howſocuer mi purpoſeth be pleaſed therwith]to make 
you ſee thevnſcemelines of your owne miſhapen opi- 
nions, ang to feele the dayngerouſneſie of your owne 
fouls diſeaſe, by vnderſtandingthe errour, abſurditie, 
and herefie of your owne religion. VV hich Tknowe not 


how 


: 
yo — —— —- — TI" _— , LO ———  _— WIR. afera— — 2 1 
- - = Y « 


4. Sc, 


A Chritian 
how better or in plainer ſortro perform, then by lay- 
ing betore your view the dotrinof your Romi church, 
in oppoſition to the dotrin of our church of t ngland, 
rouching theſe principall heads of a chriſtians profeſſi- 
on, which I haue.already, [though briefly, and butin 
part] runne ouer, that ſo comparing the one with the 
other, and trying them both by the touchſtone, thar 
diſc ouereth truth from falſhood, you may more judi- 
cially deſcerne the currant from the counterfeit, and 
more powerfully be induced {hauing once found ſo in- 
eſtimable a Iewell) to long after the ful fruition there- 
of, which [although you ſell allyou haueto gaineit ] 
wilnot prooue deere vnto you, for it wil make yourich 
vnto cternall ſaluation. de 

ND firſt againſt my religion, which I defined, and 

proued _— The true ſeruice of the enerlining God, 
according to his wil reuealed in hi word, I muſt be 1obold 
with yours, asto call it, aforged ſeruice of God according 
to the will of man, reucaled in traditians, decretals, and 
conyſels: I may tearme it, a forged ſernice of God,becaule 
it is according tothe will of man only,and not of God; 
and Idarefay, it is according tothe will of man onely, 
becauſcitis onely reucaled intheſe Traditions, meerely 
humaine, vawarrantable Decretals, and Counſels not 
lawfully called; and are you notin a hard caſcalready, 


euenvppon this entraunce into conſideration of your 


' religion? Doe you notthinke ita miſerable condition, 


whereunto with their plauſible perſwaſions,they whom 
youdeeme your ghoſtly fathers,[ but by the Holighoſt 
himſelte, are deſcribed. by creeping into houſes and lea- 
ding captine ſilly lVomen,luch as your elf ]haue done their 
beſt roticyou? Is itnot[and be your own iudge Ja dan- 


| gerous caſe, anda condition moſt difaduantagable fo 


to betraduced,to faſten yourſoules de pendance vpon 


| 
+ 
» 34 
4 


| 

: 

\ $ 

' 

. . 

- 

'} SC 
« tf 
*} ® 


Lone-letter. 
acourſe ofſcruing God, which neither by God hint- 
ſelfe, nor Chriſt Ieſus his ſonne,norby his taithfull ſer- 
uants the prophets, or Apoſtles, was cuer commaun- 
ded;nonor by the generalconſent of the fathers of the 
primitiue church for 5.QC. years ar leaſt atrer Chriſfs in- 
carnation, cuer preſcribed,or practiſed. For your ado- 
ration & inuocation of Sa. your praiers for the fouls of 
your friends departed, your ſuperltitious pilgrimages, 
out communion ynder one kind oaly, your calling vp 
on God for you knownot what, in a tongue you vnder- 
ſtand not, yourfacrifice of the maſle, your meriting by 
your works, and diuers other tuch like groſſe & abjurds 
opmions,wherupon your religion is compoſed,as they 
| can findno ſubſtanriall warrant,inthe ſacred canonical 
I ſcriptures, whichare Gods pure truth, and containe all 
things neceſiary for ourſaluation.So had they nottheir 
birth immediately vpen the Apoſtles death , but ſome 
3 ofthem(prang vp two hundred ſomethree hundred, 
'J ſome fiue hundred years after, tome looner,ſome later, 
and were not al til within this very age,cuen the memo- 
3 ryofmennow huing,by your ſelus conſented vnto,nor 
3 abſolutely by your owne vſurpedauthority concluded 
3 vpon. Hencemay youeaſily gather | yourreligion be- 
ing neither ſufficiently waranted by authority of Gods | 
word,nor generally approued by the ancient fathers of | 
the churchJhow woorthily or vaworthily you ſtile the 
fame with ſuchconfidence. the old and catholicke relt- 
gion: I cannot go on with particular examination of e- 
uery part of yourprofeſſion, your patience, and my lei- 
ſure,being I fear proportionable wilnorpermir me,bur 
do begyouratcErion to the conltderation of one prin- 
cipal point of doctrine, generally raugh: by your grea- 
teſt clarks, &as generally belecued cuentothe {impleſt 
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amongſt you, whoſe ſtomackes indeedare thebeſt di- 
geſters of ſuch miſdiet becauſe at the hands of 1gnorance, 


errour ener findeth her ſecureſt entertainment, 1 tormer- 


lye, in diſcourſe of our Religion affirmed, that our 
wholedependance for our ſaluation was vponthe free 
mercy of God through chnſtIeſus : And therighte- 
ouſneſle of chriſt without any worke or merit ot our 
owne applyed truely by faith, was before God our on- 
ly ;aibcarion : contrary tO this dodtrin, youare taught 
anddo beleeue that youſhall be ſaued by your workes, 


oratleaſtthat your workes muſt concur, and ſtand vp 


with faith inthe a& of your iuſtification before God. 
Now to make youſee and acknowledge the abſurdity 
and prejudice ofthis opinion: firſt youſhall heare what 
the Apoſtle himſelfe inſpired with the holy ſpirit, and 
the fathers of the church hauing the ſame diuine ſchol- 
maiſter, though inſtructed in farre different meaſure, 
haue thought and deliuered touching the ſame; and 
thenſom principal inconueniences that neceſſarily fol- 
low that do&rine, pregnant and aparant enough [I 


hope] vtterly to deterre you from cuer lending a liſte- 


ning careagaine thereunto. Paule that writ more tou- 
chingthe manneref our iaſtification then all the reſt of 
the Apoſtles, to make his Scholler Titzs,andothers by 


 himto abandon all hope of being ſaued by their works, 


tellerh him plainely, Ie are ſaued not by workes of righte- 
onſneſſewhich we hane done, but acording to his mercy he 
faued vs: Heere he excludeth workes, though they be 
works of righteoufnes, thoughthey be our beſt works, 


andaſcribeth allthe matter ofour faluation meerely . 


rothe mercy of God through Teſus chriſt; I am ſure, 
there is noworke that youor the holieſt of your _ 
7 what- 
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whatſocuer can do,that is abetter worke more merito- 
rious, a worke of purer righteouſneſle thenthe workes 
of Paule were.Noythey holdin no comparifonwith his, 
for his workes (as yours doe not) ſprang (rom aliuely 
faith, which madethem ſo good as they were, notwich- 
ſtanding, you ſee he vtterly renounceth them all how 
good foeuer, and dare you in any fort reſt vpon yours 
1a this important matter of 1uſtification > The ſaid A- 
poſtle aboring to win the Romaines tothe ſamefaith, 


readeth them this leCtureto the lame effe&,The wares of fec6,20 


ſinneis death, but the guift of God is eternall life through 
Teſus Chriſt our ſautour : Heere youare plainly told what 
are the cauſes of going to hell, and comming to hea- 
uen. The deſert of man the cauſe of damnation , but 
the mercy of God the cauſe of ſaluation; our finnedorh 
incur the one , for the reward of /inne is death :but our 
beſt deſerts meritnot the other, tor, eternal life 15 meer 
ly the gaift of God through Teſus Chriſt : had Paule that 
learned Apoſtle, in this point approued the doctrine 
of your church thus [queſtionleſſe] or tothis effe&, he 
would haue concluded,the reward of {inne is death,and 
the reward of good workes is eternall life : but you ſee 
hee quite ouerthroweth that opinion, leauing vs of 
our {clues to deſerue the one, but aſcribing the 0- 
ther to Gods free guifte in Chriſt beyond our de- 

ſerr. | 
Butif neither ofcheſe places hauepower roremoue 
youfrom your former opinion, giue me leaueto pro- 
duce one ſaying morc out of the ſame authour, which 
I affure my ſelfe [ſo you ponder it rightly] will pierce 
eucnthe quickeſt vayne of your hearc, iftheſame [as , 
I hopein my fauiour iris not] be nor vreerly benum- 
med, 
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med, the ſufferings [aith he] of this life are not worthy of 
the gloryto come. | conceiue thatthe workes whereby 
you hopeto meritat Gods hands are the workes of do- 
ing, and workes of utftering,the former more cafie,and 
leſſe deſeruing, the latter lefle eafte, and therefore [as 


you aretaught] the more meritorious - but Pawlerhar 


knew what it wasboth to do & ſuffer, better then thoſe 
by whomyou are perſwaded to place ſuch hieathance 
in your workes, preachethvnto you heereanother kind 
of doctrine, namelythat euen the ſufferings ofthis life, 
yourafflictions,your deeds of beſt deſert,are not wor. 
thy ofthe glory to come, And you may be aſſured that 
no man that euer. fought vnder the banner of Chriſt 
Teſus ſuffered morefor his fake,or deſerued heauen bet- 
terfor his ſufferings then hethat teacherh you this leſ- 
ſon. Forhe teſtifieth of himſelfe thattheſufferings of 
Chriſt didabound in him. That iz laboxrs, he was more 
aboundant then other in 7 es aboue meaſure, in pryſon 
more plenteouſly, on' death oft, that of the Tewes fine 
tymes he receined forty ſtripes ſaue one, that he was 
thricebeaten with rods, once. ſtoned, thrice ſuffered ſhrip- 
wracke, that he was night and day in the deepe Sea ; Is 
iournying often,in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in 
perils of his owne nation gn perils among the gentiles, in pe- 
rils in the citty, in perils in the wilderneſſe, in perils in 
the Sea, in perils amongſt falſe breathren, In wearineſſe 
and painefulneſſe, in watching often, In hunger and thirſt, 


in faſting often ; 1n cold and innakedneſſe, and beſide the 


thinges that were outward he was combred dately, and had 
the eare of ill the Churches. And that his bandesin Chriſt 
were famous throughout all the iudgement hall, and in all 6- 


Theſe 
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Theſe are Paxles owne wordes of himſelfe, and his 
ſufferings. Now it euerthere were ſuch merit in our 
works,lure heere it was : if euer the deſert of finfull man 
could iuſtly have challenged ſucha reward as euer- 
laſting life, doubtieſſe, Pawle for theſe his ſutferinges 
would haue putin with; the tormoſt : Howbeit:you ce 
when he ſpeakes of the glory to come, and the proper 
cauſe of our attayning vnto eternall ſaluation, he then 
diſclaimeth fromalhis works,from theſe his ſufferings 
andall; and cherefully runs to another refugeeuenthe 
righteouſneſle of his fauiour chriſt Iefus,wherein there 
is true merit indeede, and wherewith hee knovveth 
the iuſtice of God is worthily fariſtied, and our eter- 
nall peace onely procured; thus you fee whatthis holy 
_ of chrilt Icſus thought touching this poynt 
of mans meriting; AndI pray you marke how firmely 
the learned Fathers of the church cleaue vnto the 
ſame docrine: My firſt place out of Paule was that 
wec are ſaued notby&c. And Saint Jerom, one whom 


ner ; Then are wee inſt, when wee confeſſe our ſelues 
to be ſinners: And our inſtice conſiſteth not of our owne 
merit but of Gods merey : Heere this holy tatherin the 
matter of juſtification, reieeth with S. Paule all our 
owne merit, and referreth the ſame wholly ro Gods 
mercy, My ſecond place out of the Apoſtle was , that 
the a of ſinne is death, but the guift of GOD us eter- 


: Hier :lib: 
your church highly reuerenceth, writeth in this man- ;,.q,ve 


ad,Pelag 


nall life through &'e. Origene one of the moſtaunci- Origen in 
ent Fathers of che church in. expoficion of theſe ve- <p> *dRo: 


ry words, of Paule ſaiththus,The apoſtle ſaith that the wa- 
ges of [in ts death, but he added not & ſaid likewiſe the wa-, 
ges of inſlice « eternall life, but he fayeth eternall life 6 
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the grations gwift of God, to tecch ws that wages which is 
like to debt, an4rewardis arecompence of pun ſhment and 
derth, andto aſsigneeternall life to grace onely. Thus you 
heare this reuerent farther expounderth Paule, that our 
wickednes iuſtly meriteth condemnation, but that the 
ballaunce wanteth waight the 6ther way, and that our 
beſt deedes merite nor faluation, which is afſigned to 
grace only; andif only to grace, then areall our workes 
abſolutely excluded in thar buſines. | 

My laſt place out of paule was, The ſufferings cc. An- 
ſwerable to this, ſayeth Saint Barnard on this manner, 
Now concersing eternal life we know the ſufferings of thi 
life are not worthy of the glory to come, no not if one man 
Tem [affer all, heerethis deuout and religious father 
remoueth alldoubt touching the former do@trine by a 
forcible ſuppoſition on this manner. Admit that the at- 
flitions and perſecutions of Paxle, of Peter, of James, 
and all the Apoſiles, that the paine and torments of the 
Primitine Church, and of thoſe fiue and twenty Byſhops 
which ſucceſſiuely were martyred for the name of Ie- 
ſus. Andthatallthe tortures and ſufferings of allthe 
Saints of God inallages from the death cf Abell, ro the 
laſt drop of blood that euer ſhal be ſhed vpontheearth 
for the teſtimony ofthe Lords truth werelaide vppon 
one manto beare,and that it werepoſlible for him one- 
ly tovadergo the paines, torments, andtortures, that 
they all indured, yerwere the glorye ofeternall life to 
rich a guerdon for thoſe his Faforinies, hee coulde 
not-merite heauen thereby, for the infinite iuſtice of 
God, maſt haue a greater fatisfaQion. This was.the 
holy fathers cenfure hereupon, No not [faith he] if one 


man ſhould ſuffer all. 
| Now 
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Now let mereaſon with you by an inuincible and fa- 
miliar argument, it the ſuffrings of Paule, or ofanye of 
theſe holy martyres, whoſe continuall perſecutions 
and torments,were inſtced of many deaths vnto them. 
Nay,italltheir paines, tortures, and deaths ,joyned to- 
gether, would not make vpadeſert anſwearable rothe 
meed of cuerlaſting glory : It muſt needes tollowethat 
your deeds and ſufferings,which cary no neerer a pro- 
portion with the other, then your ſpan doth withthe 
{pariouſnes of the whole carth, can merit no ſuch mar- 
ter, andihall neuer for any deſert they are of, cone 
home ſo rewarded No, no, you muſt not lookfor tuch 
an inrichment afterſuch a reckoning, bur rather faye 
with the ſame Saint Barnard, whom your ſelues contes 
to be oneofthe tweeteſt quereſlers mthe Lords quier, 
Il hat are all our merits to ſo great glory? 

Thegardens of all the Fathers ofthe Church, are 
thicke ſet with theſe flowers, they all of them teach [if 
- true: vnder{to0d]theſelfe ſame dofrine. Thus you 
heare chen what the Scriptures and Fathers haue deli- 
uere touching our juſtification, howthey referre the 
fame wholy to the mercy and grace of Godinthe righ- 
reouſneſle of Chriſt Ielus, and ſhake off our owne me- 
rits, as hauingno hand in that workenor worthinefie in 
that degree to betruſted vnto, 

But fearing leaſt youare made belecue that the 
Scriptures as we read them are falſe, and theFathers as 
we vſeto alledge them but wreſted, [as what willnot 
 falſhood affhirme, to dilcountenance thetrueth, or er- 
ror be aſhamed to ſay for her owneſhelter}I will yet at- 
tempt another meane,which Iafſure my ſelte will cool, 


and am in good hope viterly extinguiſhe that your 
| 3 COtl- 
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| conceitofmerritting, and it ſal be by making knowne 
vnto youthe wonderfull inconuenience you incurre, 
and the'dangerous premunire that your ſoule runs in- 
to by holding your workes in ſuch eſtimation. 

There aretwo POE , Whereby our gra- 
tions God vouchſafeth ro manifeſt himſelf to the know 
ledge of his ſeruants vpon the carth,and wherinit plea- 
ſeth his diume omnjporency to be delighted, andthey 
are his mercy and his Iuſtice. Thereare likewiſe 2.prin- 
cipall offices, whichour mercifull Sauiour daignedto 
vndertake for ourſakes, whereby the fauour of God, 
which our oldnotorious pranke had eſtranged, is re- 
gaind vnto vs;and thorough the bleſſed means where- 
of, we are not onely become gratious_with him in this 
world, but haue i of his ſight, and the happye 
fruition of eternallfelicity inthe worlde ro come, and 
thoſe are his redeemerſhippe , and mediatorſnippe: 
and I pray you what will you thinke of your Religion, 
ifthe ſame, nay ifone branch thereof among twenty, 
as rotten as it ſelfe, if this onely point of atrributing 
merit to your workes, inthe act of your iuſtification, 
doeth impaire and maniteſtly obſcure the dignitic 
of theſe excellentpropricries of God his mercie, and 
his Iuſtice, and withall diſparage, and apparantly de- 
tract from the FVorthynefle of Chrift his merite in 
that his redeemerſhippe, and mediatourſhippe 3 if 
your religion [ I ſay ] be guilty of ſuch heinous trea- 
ſonagainſt the dinine Mateſty, will you notthen judge 
it your ſecureſt courſero abandon her daungerous fel- 
lowſhip, and embrace{[inſteedtherof} for your com- 
fore true chriſtianity,of whome you ſhall be ſure to- 
learne nothing but true faith, and true obedience to 

your 
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your heauenly Soueraigne: In diſcouery hereof itis 
behoouetull tor you to conceiue, that as the eſſence 
of God is infiaite and perfte&, ſo theſe propriecies of 
God his mercy and Iuſtice,[ becauſe they are efſentiall 
in him] muſt likewile of neceſſity, be perfe&t and infi- 
nite : which being graunted, doethnot euery opinion 
that ſhall intimate defe& or inſufficiency therein, 
impaire | as I ſaide, ang maniteltly obſcure the'digni- 
ty thereof ? you cannot denie but it doth,neuther ſhall 
you euer beable ſubſtantially ro clecre your do@trine 
of merites, from this high and perillous impuration. 
For looke how much you attribute to your owne me- 
rits inthe purchaſe of ſaluation : Somuch you detra&t 
away from Gods mercy in Chriſt, which is the pro- 
per, and onely price, whereby the ſame is purchaled: 
God which is rich in mercy | ſaith Paule | through his great 


loue wherewith he loued vs, euen when we were dead in Ehez, 4: 


ſinne, hath quickened vs together in Chriſt, for by grace 
are ye ſaned, and hath raiſed vs vp together, and made vs 
fit together in heauenly things. through Chriſt Teſus. And 
in another place formerly alledged, God hath not ſaned 
vs for the deeds of righteouſneſſe which we haue wrought, 
bat of his mercy hath he ſauedvs. Heere the mercyeof 
 Godappearethlike itſeife,Paule giueth ithis due, and 
kay war itthe only doer ofthe matter of ſaluation:you 
onthe contrary,belecuethat you ſhalbe faued by your 
works only,or atleaſt by your works & this grace cou- 
pled togicher : heer the mercy of god is ſhewed forth 
vnlike it felfe, you rob it of his due,making it either no- 
thing atall,as when youwil be iuſtifiedmeerly by your 
own deeds withour it,or aclea(t bur a partner with you, 
. when your deeds muſt draw in the ſame yoke with it,as 
coaiutors or fellow workers in that buſines, 
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Aſſureyouſelſe theretore, that the perfe&andinfi- 
nite mercy of our good and gratious God, dothnota- 

ee with the imaginary merit of fleſh and blood, bur is 
Fand that not a litcle]'indigaified, by chis groſſe and 
preſumptuous dodtrine; tor doe butſerioutly ponder 
with your ſelfe, wherher that mercy can be infinir, that 
hathneedeofa ſupplement, and how it can be perfe&, 
when itmuſt be eekedout with deedes ofimperteQion: 
yetis ic perfe&,and infinite, and ſhall euer remaine ſo, 
let neuer ſo many millions of your meri: founders de- 
ſerue thereofas illas they can, by ſuch their confiden- 
cy intheir owne deſeruinges. Theſame indigniry you 
profer to the juſtice of God, which being likewiſe [as 
his mercy is]perte& and infinite : you hope neuerthe- 
lefſe will be {atiſfied with corrupted intigrety, and ap- 
peaſed with your poluted righteouſneſle : but you are 


as wide from the truth as the Eaſt is from the Weſt, for 


thereisno juſtice that can ſtand againft the iuſtice of 
God, but that which carriethproportion anſwearable 
therunto.Itrequireth anentireand ful paiment;Andit 
js notthe low-prized drofle of Ezypr, our tained & im- 
pureactions, butrhe refined gold of Saba, the vnſpot- 
ted, and pure righteouſneſſe of chriſt Teſus, that inthe 
greatday of our accompr will paſſe for currant. No no 
you ſhould be {ofar from arrogating vnto yourſelte, 
any ability to the anſwering ofthatſo infinite, andaw- 
ful iuſtice of Godalmighty, as rather firmely, and con- 
ſtantly toreſt aſſured,thatthe vprightnes of al the men 
on earth, though the fame indeedeſ reſpeRiuely] be 
pleafing, andacceptable vnto God, nor the integrity 
ofall the Angels of heauen, yet I knowthey cxcell in 
ſtrength, andarenowconfirmed from cer talingroor 
[0 
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the holineſſe ofallthe Sainces, both in heauen, and in 
carth,[albeit I confefle they make vp thatchurch,which 
chriſt himſelie calleth fairc, and without ſpor, and ho- 
noreth beſide with the title of his ſiſter, his loue his 
ſpouſe, his doue,and his vndefiled. That the vprightnes 
[Ifay] integrity, and holineſle of alltheſe Angels and 
faints,nay the power ofall their deſert ioyned together, 
cannor calme the tempeſt of Gods juſtice from ſhow- 
ring downe indignation vponall the ſons of/ Adam for 
their originall and actuall tranſgreflion, ngr ſo much 
as par the ſaid 1uſtice towards your ſelte m particu- 
lar, nor make a condignefatiſfaction for your fins only, 
no not for the leaſt {inne though you extenuate and 
mince it to the leaſt of your veniall fins, that euer you 
committed; for any fſinne is a breach ofthe whole law, 
and whoknowethnotthe tranſgreſſion of theJaw.js that 
properaGtof rebellion, whereby this infinite iuſticeis 
ſo worthily incenſed, as without an infinite ſatiſfaftion 
ncuerto beapeaſed : yet are you bold of your ſelfeto 
ruſh in vpon that diſpleaſed maicſty, and _— no 
lawfull warranttopreſentthe ſame wich an hollow bird 
of your owne worthineſſe : but you haue often heard 
that itis ill dallieng with ſaints, and let me by the wa 
aduiſe you to beware how youieſt any more with ſuch 
J cdg-tooles as Gods iuſtice : Howbeit your doftrine of 
J nmcrites foralltheſewronges, both ro the mercye and 

J Iuſtice of God, doth not yer finde lymits tobound his 
J outrage in, butbreaketh our further to ouerflow cuen 
the obedience, and ſufferinges of our mercifull ſaujor 
chriſt Teſus, and as much as lieth in the handes of he- 
refie to annihilate his bleſſed righteouſneſſerhe very 


truth only andal-ſufficient a&of our redemprion. 
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eA. Chriſtian 
This righteouſnieſſe of chriſt, (which none but the 


rabble of Antichriſt will deny ) you mult vnderſtand is 
perte&: And itis neceſlary it thould beſo, for it en- 


countereththe perfett iuſtice of god,andis layed inthe ; 


ballance to waygh againſtthe ſame fora wonderfull va- 


lew, avalewotnolefle worththenthe welfar,and whole | 
eſtate of cuery chriſtian foule, that euer was, or cuer 


ſballbe impriſonedin the corrupttabernacle of fleſh 
andblood. Now, you not contented to {et downyour 


whole reſt vpon the ſufficiency of this righreouſneſſe, | 
extherpullthe ſame quite out ofthe ballance,and putin | 


ſeedethereofyour own, or atleaſt lay yours vpon his 


 tomakevp the waight, as rhoughthe other were ſuffict- 


ent: wherein what derogation you profferto the metric 
ofchriſts obedience,it is moſt maniteſt,the ſame being 
of it felfe fo ablolute,and what madnes you thew therin 
may be wondered at,whenal your merits vnto chrilts, 
are [for ſubſtance] nota drop to the maine Ocean, and 


[tor waight] not ſo much asa teacher, to the. whole 

carth.The ſpirit oftruth thatholy charmer himſelfe wil | 
” quickly reſolue you herein, if [ Adderlike]you ſtop not -| 
your cares againſt him, as [methinks] you ſhould not, | 


howſocuer you beinioyned by man,becauſc he alwaies 
charmeth moſt wiſely : In one place Chriſt alone 


533 hath troden down the winepreſſe neither was there any at al 
that helped him.God forbid that 1 ſhould rejoxce it any thing * 
Gala.6, 14, but in the creſſe, death and paſſion, of our Lord leſs chrift 


The blood of Teſus chriſt the fon of God clenſeth v5 from all 


110h,1,7 ſinne. Now itchriſt alove hath troden down that preſſe 


that would haue preſſed vsto death: If we muſt retoyce 
in nothing, but only in the death of chriſt Ieſus : If the 
precious bloodofthat ſxcerefauiour of ours, doth or- 
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. cold, then this ourblcfſed redeemer di 
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ly clenſe vs from all our fins, what ſhould we thinke of 
our ſelues,and of our works ? Whathaue weto do, that 
of our ſcluesare but worms of the earthin compariſon? 
What haue our works to do, that ofthemſelues are but 
meere vnworthines in the ſight ofthe almighty 2 Vhar 
[Ifay ]haue we or our works to doin this high,and wor- 
thy office of our ſaluation ? It is already mercitully vn- 
dertaken, by him thatcould performe itfor vs : Icis al- 
ready happily performed by himthac did vndertake it 
for vs, and being ſovndertaken, and performed to our 
hands,what remainethnow for vs, but faithfully to be- 
keue. in him that hath done theſe wonders for the 
children of men, and nextof allholilyco live in him, 
becauſe he commaundeth vs to beholy as he is holy ; 
and were it but to expreſle our thanketulnes for ſuch his 
vnſpeakeable mercies towards vs. Yerſoto belecue & 


live in him,as that we neuer belcue we can doany thing | 


while vveliue that ſhall vvorthy vs ropertake with him 
in the memorableaGt of our ſaluatis,or can hauepower 
[ſthoughiſſuing fromthe greateſt perfe&ion of humain 
ability to merit the reward ofcternall glory. For if we 

; put on the hea» 
uy garment of our humanity in vain, did keep the com- 
maunderments in vaine, did ſweate water,and blood in 
vaine, did wantthe priuiledge cuen of little ſparrowes 
for his repoſe in vaine, and ſubmitted himfelte 
toall his ſufferinges from the Manger, which was his 
cradle,tothe croſſe,whichwas the concluſion of his mi- 
ſcry,;andall this he vnderwentfor our loue invain, ifwe 
be ableto merit of ourſelus, ifwe haue holines tro make 
our own peace,for ſo he hath donenorhing for vs, but 


vvhat vve cando of our ſelues, which were ahornble 8 
F2 blaſche- 
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eA Chriſtin - 
blaſphemous concluſioa: aud yer youſee reaſonably 
drawne from this your facriligious and ſo derogatory 
doctrine of merits. _ 

Andyerderogatory further, foritleaueth not our | 
Sauiour heere, but ſecondeth this: iniury of his redee- 
merſhip with changingthenatur of his mediatorſhip : 
For what is amediator amongſt men, or chriſt as he is 
mediatour betwixt God and man, buta traueller, or 
one that interpoſeth himſelfe betweene ſeuerall par- 
ties to make peace, betweene the offended, and the 
offendor : The partie heer offended is God, by reaſon 
of ſinnecommirted, the partic offender is man, that 
hath commitrred this finne againſt him. God is per- 
featly iuſt, andwillnot be put off withihifts, but ſtan- 
deth vpon ſatisfaction. Man is a ſtark bankerout, clean 
blown our, and hath nothing wherewith co ſatisfie. O 
bleſſed Godthatart ſo righteous inall thy workes, and 
thrice bleſſed be thy holy name, euen for being ſo iuſt 
that thou wilt be farisfied; but O curſed man . ng was 
ſowickedin his waies, as to forſake his gratious God, 
that had made him ſorich, and[when he mighthaue 
choſen]toplungehimſelfe in ſuch extreame pouerty : 
Methinkes Iſechim ſocing figge-leaues tocouer his 
ſhame,and ſhuddering himfelte behindtrees,fromthe 
preſence of the Almightie : methinks Iheare him an- 
fwcaring the Lordfriutouſly, andprating out excuſes 
to no purpoſe ; for Godthart it is truthit ſelf, and ſeeth 
allthings cannot be deluded. | 
And yetmethinks,lifting vp my ſelf, ſee another arm 
of mercy extended forth to ſaue, as welas that arm of 
Iuſticerodeſtroy :I ſee the Lord is merciful,and gra- 


gous,long ſuffering,and of great goodnes, that he oy 
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notalway bechiding, nor continue his anger for euer, 
that he dealeth nor with his ſeruants after their ſinnes, 
nor rewardeth them according totheir wickednes. In 
a word, whichis my fouls rauithing comfort, methinks 
Iſce his mercy without impeachment to his Iuſtice,to 
thine aboue al his works,for with this arme of compal- 
fion he raketh this ſinner vp, andeuen him himſelf tho- 
rough his wiſedome and power deuiſeth a means to ſa- 
tisfic himſelte, and reſtore againethe poore offender 
to his fauour, 

Andnow my ſweet Sauiour, I muſt returne againe 
vnto thee, for rhe needle of my ſoule truely touched [1 
hope] wich thy grace, wil neuerſtand ſtill, till it come 
direQtly againſt thy merit, the fixed vointof my falua- 
yon. | | 
When man by ſinne had thus ſeperated himſelffrom 
his maker, and the iawes ofeternall damnation | but a 
deſerued guerdon]gaped wide to haue ſwallowed him 
Vp, at this deadlifr Chriſt Iefus, ( by whom allthinges 
formerly were made,) commerth to help out, and draw 
together againe, his father and this offender, that ſtood 
inſuchoppoſition; he vadertaketh to pay the debr,fet- 
teth a certaine day,and keepeth it, & requireth nothing 
ofthis mi,for whom thus frendly he becam paimaiſter 
bur beforetill the day came, to belecuein him that he 
would pay it : andafter, when the day was palt, to be- 
keucinhim that he had payedit, and before and after 
to loue him for his labour,and obſeruethat courſe for 
his life [as neere as he could]which he preſcribed him. 
But whats all this [{airhthe cauiller] ro Chriſtes me- 
diatorſhip - I might anſweare,rthat it is buta profitable 


digrefſion at moſt, but will anſweare itis no digrel- | 
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fionatall:For Iafſure you itis ſo pertinent, ſo neceſſa- 
rily belonging thereunto, thatif you knowe not this 
you knowe nothing, if you perie&ly conceiue not 
this, you ſhall neuer thoroughly vnderſtande the 
other : and now I beſcech youlcarne to knitthem to- 
gether. 

When chriſt the ſecond perſon inthe Trinity the 
very ſonne of God, and yet perfe&t God himſelfe,had 
for the ſufficient and more proper diſcharge of this 
debt for man, which man by no means could haue diſ- 
chargedfor himſelfe, aſſumed our humanity, and tho- 
roughty ſatisfied the wrath of God as aforeſaide;: In 
duetime he forſooke the earth, and returned vnto the 
blefied boſome of his father from whence hee came, 
and becauſe heknew that man for all this kindneſle ſhe- 
wed him, would not be fully reclaimed, nor thorough: . 
ly purged during his abode vpon earth of that perniti- 
ous humor of diſobedience that poſſeſſed him, bur ſtil 
beproneto offend, and from time totime prouoking 
his Lorde and maker to indignationagainſt him: Hee 
there in heauen ſeated vppon that glorious throne of 
Maieſty and power, the right hande of his Father, 
continually intreateth, preſenteth fatisfaQion, and 
vndertaketh for him, I meane his Seruaunts that faith- 
fully belecue mm him, and truely depend vppon his 
righ:eouſneſſe for their faluation, and therein I praye- 
you conceiue that his mediatorſhippe ( as with God 

the party offended) doth principally now confiſt ; I 
ſay inintreating, preſenting fatisfa&tion, and vnder- 
taking forvs;zFor heintreateth his father totake pitty 
of vs, albeit we deſeruc itnor, toloue vs although wee 
haue not loucd him, and tb embrace vs for his -_ 

ren 
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dren notwithſtanding our diſobedience towardes him, 
and becauſe being God as well as man, inthis his of- 
fice of mediatorinhippe, it concerneth him to ſeethe 
Luſtice of God fully fatis fied, before his mercy bethus 
thoroughly extended : In his petition he compriſeth 
effectuall conſiderations to ſtirre vppe compaſſionto- 
wardes vs, namely in regarde of his obedience and ſuf- 
feringes in our ſteede, for his righteouſhes fake, which 
hecontinually preſenteth vnto his father, as afatisfac- 
tion for our ſinnes, and prayeth thatthe ſame may be 
accepted for vs, and we for the merit thereof become 
acceptableand gratious in his ſight for cuer: Andlaſt- 
ly he vndertaketh that atlength, we ſhal leaue our ſins, 
and ceaſe to offend his deuine Majeſty any more, that 
weeſhall truely honour him, and become fic inſtru- 

ments to ſound forth his praiſe andglory. 

Now Ibeſeech you mark howthis Join of Chriſts 
mediatorſ{hip,andyour doctrin of merits can ſtand to- 
gither. Chriſt as a mediator intreteth his farher in our 
behalfe, butifwedo merit what needthis intreaty,for 
Godis tuſt,and of himſelf wil reward the wel deferuing 
of euery man tothe ful:Chriſt as heis a mediator,pre- 
| ſenteth fatisfa&ion vnto his father forour ſinnes,but if 
JT wedo merit,thatſatisfaftion might be ſpared,for God 

| 151uſt,& wilnor be paid Juble:chriſ as he is our medi- 
| ator,vndertakethfor our innocency herafter,but if we 
| domerit,then belike we are innocentalready,fornone 


{ can meritat gods hands thar is abſolute righteoutnes, 


I buthe that is abſolutely righteous, andſothar partof 
| chriſts mediatorſhip would ceaſe, for Godis iuſt, and 
| willhaue no ſecurity, for thatheerafter which hehath | 


' receiuedalready: but what dotrin cal youthis?and "ar 
| c 
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ſuchis yourdodtrine of merits, and ſo derogating as 
youſce from the holy mediatorſhip of chriſt leſus : If 
therefore you looke for benific by that mediatorſhip 
[as moſt miſerable is their condition that donor] you 
mult lay by your own merit,which isſothinaclothing, 
that the leaſt drop of Gods indignation will drench 
cleane through it; andcloath your ſelfe with chriſtes 
merit, which willkeepe you warme indeed, and beſure 
to hold out in all weather : for as chriſt came from hea- 
uen into the world, notto call the righteous [they that 
thinke themſelues ſo) butthe ſinners [they that ac- 
knowledge themſclues ſo]ro repentance. In like ſort 
he returnednot into heauen out of the world to medy- 
ate for ſuch pharaſaicall iuſticiaries, as reſt vpon their 
owne integrity, but forthe humble deiected publicans, 
that with repentance acknowledge their owne vnwor- 
thineſle. 

Furthermore TI do not ſee, how it can bewell main- 
tained, bur thatitis in ſome ſortrepugnanteuento the 
office ofthe holy ghoſt likewiſe : forifthe ſame beto 
ſantifievs to nevvneſſe of life, and to giue growethto 
our faith from time to time, which taken at the beſt{as 
Iam tough] ſtandeth in neede of increaſe : how can 
any workes we do, whichare the fruites of char faith, be 
truely ſaydto merit, conſidering itis a ground,thatthe 
effe muſt be anſwerable tothe cauſe, and the cauſe 
heer whichis our faith, being deſeQtiue,the effe& which 
is our workes cannot bee perfe& as neceſſarily they 
muſt be, if they be meritorious : now tel meT pray you, 
whetherany herefie canbe compadt of groſler abſur- 
_ dities then this, be more preiudiciall then this, or the 
author of greater indignity cuentothe bleſſed Trinity, 

then 
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then proceedeth from this your hereſie of merits : and 
yet which may be wondercd art, it findeth profeſſors 
and patrons more then a good many, and thoſe Icon- 
feſle not vnlearned, but profoundly reade inallknow- 
ledge that humane helpes can puffe vp their vnderſtan- 
ding with:butthere 1s aknowledge that only one ſchol- 
maiſter reucileth ;a diuine knowledge, a diuine {chol- 
maiſter, happy and truely learned is that ſcholler,which 
i5 trained vp in ſuch knowledge, andrhat is inſtruced 
(how vnlearned ſocuer he ſeeme otherwiſe) by ſucha 
ſcholemaiſter. 

Iamnot altogether ignorant of the ciining diſtin&i- 
ons,which your greateit clarkes deuiſe for maintenance 
of this your merit, and how they will haue cher merit 
of worke, and merit ofthe perſon, the merit of con- 
gruity, and the merit of condignity, and I knowethey 
willtell you, that there are diuers places of ſcripture to 
vphold the ſame. Bur firſt let me tell you whata bold of- 
fer,a good-fellow of our church once made to the 
contrary,he rhatcan ſhew me ſaith he}in any ſcripture 
that workes do merit, or be any meanes to our iuſtifica- 
tion, forrhe firſt ſcripture, withoutany further judge- 
ment[ will looſe both mine eares ; for the ſecond, my 
tongue, forthe third my neck; butthe yſlue was, they 
accepted of his cares, his tongue, and hisneck, with- 
out performing the condition, for no ſuch place inall 
the whole ſcripture could be found ; and yet was he pit- 
tifully martyred amongſt them, poore ſoule, nay rich 
ſoule rather, for who can be richer then he, by whom 
euen the houſe of God is inriched, andit is the fay- 
ing of alearned father, that the blood of the martyr is the 
ſeede of the Church : 1 mo there arc many ſayinges 
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in the booke of god,thatarthe firſt ſight,and being noe | tf 


throughly waighed,do ſcemetvimportſuch a matter, Y o1 
as where it is aid thatewery man ſhall receive accordingto Þ tc 
his labour : your reward « great m heanen z he will render © p1 
to euery man according to his works, From theſe and ſuch } 
places,your doQtors would draw inuincible arguments F t 
that good workes, becauſe God hath promiſed to re- AY} TI 
ward them, doe therefore meritthatreward ſopromi- Y ſet 


{ed, but there is no neceſlity of that conſequent; our 
good workes indeed ſhall receiue reward, butnot be- 
cauſe they meristheſame : tor the fineſt hath his ſtaine, 
& thebeft worke that man can doeis blemiſhed: but 
in regard that God of his owne free grace and mercy, 
without reſpe&to any worthynefle inthe worke at all, 
hath promitedto reward them,who being euer faithful, 


will euer beas goodas his promiſe, and thewhimſelfe Chr 
in all thinges to deale with his ſeruantes that truely - | 
depend vpon his mercy, far better then after their beſt 'F por 


deferuings. And that our workes deferue not this re- | 
ward, chriſt thatis the paymaiſter himſelfe, by his pro- Y it. 
Doni,g-38 phets, his Apoſtles, by himſelfe tellech vs plainely, pre, 
IVe do not [ſaith the prophet] preſent or ſupplications be- Wa) 


Jo? fore thee, for our owne righteouſneſſe but for thy great ten- con 
der mercies : your rewycing [faith theapoſtle] i excluded } inſt 
Lut.3719. by the law of faith. tVhen ye haue don all (ſaith chriſt ) ſay, | ] 
we are vnprofitable ſeruants. The reuerent fathers and Y oft 
andlearned Do@ors of the church are copyous, and } will 
doe flow in their obſernations,vpontheſe and ſuch like it,w 
phces of holy write, to drowne the barrenplotof mans wiſc 
merits, & bring in greater eſtimation, the, £dey ſoile that 
of chriſts righteoufnes where all rue merits grow, and mer 


whence the riches cuen of heauen irfelfe aretobega- } thei 
| 5 thered: | ritb 
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thered:but becauſe Thauealready partly cited themvp: 
onthe ſame ſubiect,and my letter begins withprolixity 
to cry the pacience euen of afriendly reader : I will only 
preſentyou withalutle noſegaie of foure or five flowers 
out of their ſeuerall Gardens, which althoughfor haſt 
they be not curiouſly tyed together] will neuertheleſle 
I doubtnot yeeld your ſoul, a ſweete and deleQable 
ſent, if you negle&t them not, and witha conceipt of 
their vaworthineſle caſt them not behind you. 
This ts the onely perfettion of men if they know themſelues Hier,ad- 
to be unperfedt. ver,Pelag, 
All my hope is in the death of my Lord : His death is my —_— __ 
merit, my refuge, ſaluation life, and reſurrection; my me- ly ca,zz 
rit is the compaſien 7 my Lord. | 
Let ws hope for forgineneſſe of our ſinnes as of faithin |," a w_ 
chriſt, and not of debt as due for any merit. Pceaueny 
Emery man ſhall be rewarded according to his works, but <3 _ 
not for his workes. in PlLaAR 
To | mga properly of thoſe workes which we call our me- Barnardde 
rits, they are but the ſeede-plats of hope, the tokens of our rand 
predeſtination, the preſagers of our future happineſſe, the © 
way to tbe kingdome, not the cauſe of raigning there : To 
conclude whom God hath inſtified uot Fs whom he found 
inſt. he hatb glorified. 
I will make vp this poſie with one flower more out 
of the Garden of thefaid S. Bernard which Iknowe you 
will hold deere for her ſake whoſe name is written vpon 
itwhom you eſteeme to be[ and while you ſay no other 
wiſe ofher I willfay with you] the moſt bleſſed Virgin 
thateuer barelife. Ler them | ſaith S. Bernard] ſeeke for Bar.Ser.1 
merit that liſt, It is beſt for vs to ſtudy to find grace, then he 45425.ma 
ſheweth this reaſon, for Mary ſkandeth not wpon her me- 
rit but ſecketh grace. G2 Now 
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Now, if the Virgin Mary whome you make no leſſe 
thena Goddeſle,whom youcal the Queene ofheauen, 
the Queen ofthe world, and mother of grace aad ver- 
ruez whome you account a generall aduocate for all 
Gods ſeruants vponthe earth, whom you inuocate e- 
ucry day,whoſe honor you celebrate arcightſolemne 
fealts euery yeare, andtowhome you giue power to 
commaunde Chriſt her ſonne, and ro commaund him 
by the authority ofa Mother. For al which[& did you 
heap as many more glittering titles rogerher, as there 
are Starres in the firmament | I am perſwaded ſhe will 
neuer giue youthankes, for the loueth herſonne, her 
Lord, her G od,too wel,co take vnto her ſelfe any thing 
thatis due vnto him, orto ſmile vpon thoſe that ſhall 


rob him ofhis honour, andgiuc ittoany other,thogh 


ic be to her ſelfe : Itthee [Ifay] as Saint. Bernard affir- 
meth, pretendeth not her owne merit, but reſtethvp- 
onthe graceand mercy of God her Saujour : V hat 
doe you thinke it beſt for you to do? You acknowledge 
yourſelfe Iknowe inferiourto her, in workes,in grace, 
and euery way ; yet be not contrary to herin workes, 
or grace, or any way : forſake notthe grace of G OD, 
whichis allin all, ro-fly ynto your owne meerite, which 
is nothing, forthen you are contrarieto her ; bur for- 
fake the merit of your owne workes, that hath no ſoli- 
dity init, and fly vnto the graceof God m1 Chrift, that 
is powerfull to faue your ſoule,and ſo you are not con- 
trary to her, forthen ſhe becommerh your happy pre- 
fident,the is thereinvnderthe blefſedſpirir,your gra- 
tious Schoolemiſtres. So 

Youlirtle thought [I dare anſwere foryou]that any 0- 


pinionſhe had helde [atleaſt in ſuch a materiall poye 
0 


Wo 
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offaluation]. had bene contrary, or ſa much as-pepug- 
nant tothe dorine, which is citabliſhed ju the church 
of Rome : For as:you haue bene: taught, that ſhe was 
' wichout fin, becauſe ſhe bare the faujor ofthe worlde, 
foare you borne in hand,that the faid dotrine is with- 
out errour, becauſe it is eſtablyhed by.thoſe that can- 
noterre. - Burt cronious are they that-whiſper rheſe 
things in your cares, andſimpleare youthat lend ſuch 
litningthereunro,for God hathtaught both themand 


you another leſion, namely chatthe ſcripture hath con- Gzlat 3,23 


cluded all [notexcluding the virgin Mary | vnder ſanne : 
And that exery an ( not excepting the Pope ) is a ler. 
But to touch theſe points otherwiſe theaby the waye, 
= mightthinke were by the purpoſe. The martterin 
and is meritof workes, and I hope I haue ſufficiently 
indeared the contrary dofrin vnto you-Howbeir,that 
potent objection of yours [as yourake ic]that becauſe 
Godhath promiſed ſucha rewarde vnto vs, ifwe doe 
good workes, therefore our good workes delerue that 
reward:I wil auoid another way by diſcouering the vn- 
truth thereof by aplayne, andfamiliar example. 
Suppoſe I-pray you, that ancarthly king ſhould ſay 
to one of his ordinary ſeruants, do fuch athinge, and I 
will giue thee ſuch an Eafledome for thy labour : and 
thar this ſeruant when he hath perfourmed that which 
was com:naunded him /althoughthe ſame belongedro 
his place] and thatheftoode boundeto doe it before, 
ſhoulde [notwithſtanding] expe@rhis great rewarde 
fromthe King, as being due vnto him forthe lime pain 
hee had taken, and as though the very doing of that 
ſmall marter had deſerued it. What would youthinke 


of ſucha ſcruam? woulde you os wellin his wits? 
3 or 


or atleaſt well worthy ot ſuch aduancement, I knowe 
you wouldnot; but rather iudge him an vnthanket ull 
ody; and liotd irpitty that ſuch/preferment ſhoulde 
be beſtowed vppon one, that would ſo abuſe his mai- 
ſters bounty. Say youſo? Why then ſalchough Lam 
no prophetas Nathan was} I may take you as Nathan 
tooke Daxidin your owncanſweare, and ſay vnto you, 
Thou artthe party. God hath commaundedyouro do 
ood workes, and yet no other then belong vnto your 
calling, and ſuch as by the band of your ele&tion, cre- 
ation, redemption, and adoption, [Thope and judge 
the beſt of you] you arebounde vnto, and for the do- 
ing thereof, he promiſfeth you the rewarde ofcternall 
glory. Now admit you do theſe good workes, as God 
commaundeth you, and when youhaue done them, 
thinke that for the merit thereof, you may expect your 
rewardpropoſed, are you notwiththe aforeſaide fer- 
uant very. vnthankefull> Doe younot vtterly miſtake 
the matter, andartribute that vnto your owne merit, 
which is due vato Goddes mercy? Queſtionleſſe you 
do, then how much moreare you to be blamed, that 
| hauingnot donethoſc workes thatthe Lord comman- 
deth you, bur being | atthe beſt] an vnprofitable ſer- 
uant, ſhall[notwithſtanding] in lieu [as I may fay ] of 
your 0 #42 vawo!thinefe, and for the merit of chat 
which youleft vndone,lookfor the reward ofeternall 
felicity-; - _- | | 
>, Iwill accompany this example, [ forthe con- 
cluſion ofthe point, and becauſe I would come home, 
euen tothe ſhalloweſtcapacity] with three natural rea- 
ſons of impoſſhbility,thatyou, or the' godlieſt that ly- 
ucth vponthe carth,ſhould merit ſaluation, as you : 
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allchat liue after the! do&rine of thechurchof Rome 
haue bin, andare continually miſinſtruced.. The firſt 
reaſon is, the huge and wonderful debtthat you alrea- 
dic owe vnto God, at whoſe hands you thinke to me- 
rit, and of whom you muft cookels commeth- allſal- 
uation. Indecde, were youa clecre ground with him, 
did you owe him nothing, but had condignly requi- 
ted him forallthe pleaſures he hath done you, and (a- 
tisfied him forall the trepaſles you haue done vnto 
him : Then happily there might be ſome cotour for 
ſuch anability in you, then were the groflenes of the 
' Opinionnot all fo palbable. But being fo deepely 
indebted vnto hin, I cannot particularize wherein, bue 
would hauc youconceyue itthus, forallthat you are, 
forall chat you hauerecciued, that you haue not deſer- 
ued,and for allthatyou haue nor receiued, that you 
haue deſerued : All this being vpon your ſcore al- 
ready, amounting [were ittruely told]ro ten thouſand 
Talentsatleaſt;cuery minute increafing,and nomeans 
in you to elcere the fame : how can youthink to merie 
oughtof him, to whom you ſtand thus ingaged?Is not 
alland more by much then youareableto doe by the 
conſiderations aforefaide,due vnto him ? How then is 

it poſſible, that the vrtermoſt thinge ”_ can doe, 

[ when the vttermoſt is not fo much as you are 

bound to do] (hould be merritorious with him, and ſo 

merritorious, as to purchaleof him euerlaſting ſalua- 

tion: you may aſſure your ſelfe, were there no other 

reaſon, butthis only ofthe debt you owe him,and can- 
not pay him,thart it is impoſſible. 

The ſecondreaſon is that your works, admit that they 

ſprang from traefaich,which muſt giue them verrue,8 
| WoT- 
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worthy them thetitle of good workes, arenotproperly 
your owne, but Gods, and therefore jt is impotlible 
you ſhould deſerue your ſaluation by them: for can 
youthinketo meritſacha matter at the hands of God, 
for giuing him that which of right belongeth vnto him, 
and for preſenting him bur with the fruite o fhis owne 
vineyard; you haue nofoundation whereonto ground 
any tuch an opinion: but Methinkes you take it very 
ſtrangely, that the good workes you do, ſhould not be 
yourowne, andthat without proofe thereof, you will 
notſocaftly be perſwaded thereunto. The holy apoſtle, 
andlearned firher,S Paule and S. Auſlin, ſhall tuſtific 
theſame vnto you; The one telleth youthat z# is God, 
[not your ſelfe] which worketh in you, notthewilone- 
ly,bur both the will and the deede : and in another place 
ſaith vnto you, as though he were angry with you for 
arrogating any goodneſle vnto your ſelfe, Vhat haſt 


Trad, z in thou that thou haſt not receined? The other | Imeane] $. 
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Auſtin aſſures you that goderowneth not you but his own 
Lifts or graces which hehath gigen you,rewardes not your 
good workes, but his owne good workes in you. Sec- 
ing then your workes whereby you hope to merit arc 
not properly your owne but belonging vnto God, to 
whom you offertheſame, you muſt needs confeſſerhar 
bythis reaſon likewiſe, itis impoſſibie =_ ſhould de- 
ſcrue ought at the hand of God, much leſſe merit ac- 


cording to the doftrine of your church your owneal- 

uation. 
| _ Mylaſt reaſon of impoſſtbilityis, the diſproportion 
betwixtthe vvorke you doe, and the reward you hope 
to acquirefor doing the ſame; for if you vvill receiue 
onething in licu of another, if your-deferuings mult 
gaine 
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gaine youthebleflings of eternall life, Ir is'nece 
thattholc merits of yours which youbring vnto God, 
be inlome ſort ofequallvalue,orneerein worth toche 
benifics which youareto recciue from him z Butdoyou 
know what compariſonthere is betwixrgold,8& droſle, 


_ thedifferenceberwixtlight and darknefle,or what pro 


ws (hd vp o© 


a 


portion there can be, betwixr 0g ws and impct- 
tection; ſucha compariſon, ſuch difference, ſuchand 
no nearer a proportion there is betwixtthe greateſt de- 
ſertofthe holyeſt ſaintvpon theeatth, and the leaſtre- 
ward, [if there bea difference of rewardes] beſtowed 
vpon thefaints'inheauen; For the ioyes of heauen are 
{as know you will confeſle] abſolutely perte&zinfi= 
nite, and incomprehenſible : and you mu{tvnderſtand 
thatthe works of the regenerate,ſuchas we call, anddo 
beſt deſerue theticle'of good workes, althoughas they 
yſlued from thepure fountaine of gods grace they bee 
perfeRly cleare,8 vntainted,yerpaſling along through 
the furred pipes ofthe corrupted wiland vnderſtanding 
of man, they looſe ſome parte of their natiue purity, 
and proceede from him defiled and poluted. -I may 
therefore conclude it impoſſible, that the :aodeings 
imperfe@t; ſhould mericthe other of {ach infinite per- 
fetion. | 111 
Further ſayings I mightalleadge to the ſame effe&, 
and make thofe that I haue alledged [ifneede were} by 
familiar inſtance more perſpicuouſly to:appearevnts 
you: Bur that which I haue already ſaid to the point 
is either ſufficient, or all tharI candeuiſe to ſay, would 
bero no purpoſe:,I haue proued vito youthat thts 
doarine'of' merits taugkt in your thurch is againſt 
the dorine eſtabliſhed in chriftes/ church 3: And by 
H 
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noleſſe pregnant reaſons then becauſe theapoſtle flatly 
condemnerh it,becauſethe fathers vrterly diſclaime tr 
ic, becauſe thoſe excellent, andinfinite propricties of 
God, his mercy and juſtice, aretherein obſcured, the 
holy andbleſſedoffices of chriſt his redeemerſhip, and 
mediator{hip thereby infringed, that catholicke doc- 
trinc of the holy ghoit increating our faith, andrenew- 
ingvsto newnefle of lite, through the. ſame (inſome 
fort) impugned, and finally becauſeir is repugnante- 
uen to.common ſence, and reaſon, and ſtandcth not 
with any poſlibility. jw, | | 

- Imillftirre no furtherinto theerrours, norrip vp a- 
ny moreablucdi:ies of your religion ; Burfor the pre- 
ſent, with my earneſt and moſt inſtant deſire impor- 
tune you, without preiudicate opinion, without fore- 


conceipting (after probabilities) my inſufficiency,to | 


ſpeake ſubſtancially ro matters of this nature : that you 
wold ſubdue your ſele toa ſerious and indifferent con- 
fideration of that which I haue ſaid,againſt this one on- 
ly opinion of your religion. Shew your ſelfe a skilfullar- 


cit heerin, and like the exquiſiteGeometrician,thatby } 


the foote of Hercules, was able to deliniate the true 
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of Chriſt your fauor, ſorepugnantto the 6fficeofthe (BE | 
holy. ghoit your ſanGifier, and finally ſo impoſſible: ly | 
WhacinfeQung errors, nay whatſoule-bane herelics, 
canche doctrine ofall the other points of your religion 
befree from. -- S496 | 

There isan anſwerable proportion berwixt this and 
the reſt ; Or ifit fayle, iris in this degree, becauſe ma- 
ny ofthe other pointes haue notthar colour of nuinte« 
nance out of the ſcriptures, as this pointe of merites is 
vpheld by : For I confefle, there were ſundry places 

whichvpoa the firſt ſhew, andnot well cxamined, did 
ſceme a {upperration for this opinion: but there are 
diverſe other pointes of your religion, which haue ] 
not ſomuchasany literall ſhew of countenance by the | 
word of God: butareinforced to flye fromtheſame, | 
tocrouch vnderthe proreion of Traditions, &Decre- 
tals, and beg their detence fromthe warrant offuch hu- | 
maineauthority :ſo thatin this regard che dotrine of 
moſt of the other points of your religion ſcemethro be 
leſle iuſtifiable, howſocuer, yer full as vnſound,and as 
kde deſeruingtoberruſted vnto, as this ofthe meritof 
your works in thea of your iuſtification: butT promt- 
ſed{if Thad not;JamcompelledJto infiſt ypon.no other 
particular, andI hopeit were needleſſe,torIdoubrnor 
butthatwhich I hayeſkide touching this onepointon- 
ly, hathimade you in/fome fortrodiftaſtthe-reſt, and 

wroughtin youatlcaſt, aſcaſible feeling ot your ſoules 
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infirmity,” M's | 

No” irremainerh that afterthat pooreskillT have ? Mos 

-:;VEpreſeribe you fomewholeſome courſe,: wheres 

by this: your Yangerous maladyemay becured: Forbe 
A may 
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may bea.amtiing,, butcannor beakinde Phyfitian, 
that having diſcourſed;yntohis. patient, {though bur 
in part] the nature of her diſcaſc, and taycd open vnto 
her [inſomemealure]the daungerouseſtace ſhe is in, 
ſhallthen preſently leaucherto her ſelfc, and regard- 
Icfie of her recoucry, aftoord herno farther comftore - 
Toauoidethereforethat imputation, which I woulde 
be loth by you, orany elſe, inthisor any-other: expe- 
riment ſhould deſeruedly be laidevpon me: and to ob- 
ſcruethe merhod I prefcribed/vato my ſelfe inthe be- 
ginning, Iwilfirſtimpattvnto you whatthe: medicine 
15, that neceflarily you muſttake. Secondly, ſomepart 
of thoſc infinite and vnſpeakeable benefirs, which you 
ſhall receme tn taking it. Thirdly, the mcanes whereby 
' you mult take it. And laſtly; whatlittle charge irwil 


ftandyouin, andhowcheapethe rakingofir, willbce 


vnto you: But becauſe my allowarice oftime is ſpent; 
and your patience I fearetofore preſſed, I will huddle 
vp this which is behind, & rather omir ſomthing that 
' Icouldfſay,then betaxed forcontaining my ſelf with- 


_ © imnoconpaſle; :;-: + 


-.. Ina word then; this'medicine iis attuciand ſincere 
. Taichinthe righteoufneſſc of Chriſt Teſus,, This _ 
{ifyouremember) Thaueformerly defined, arid plai 
ly laid down vnto youal the cauſts,and fomeof thect- 
Fes thereof. Iethallſuffice indhi: placcionaly:to tell 
youtharitis, A /pecartland perfetti.a)ſurance that we are 
partakers of the merit of Chriſtes righteouſneſſe,” and that 
by the ſame righteouſneſſe onely ſatisfaction i made unto 
- Gloafor all ear offences, and vur ſaluetion purchaſed. This 


is thitwholcſomereceit, which Iwould ininifterivito 
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ſure to cureyourſoule, [ gage mine ownevponit, not 
onely of thar peltileat Gangrerna, the merit of workes, 
bur of all other imperteQions, that now doe, orſhall 
hecreafter threaten the ruine thereof. This only might 
beaſufficient motiuc, to ſtir vp your deſire, tothe ta- 
kingof it. _ 

But to make you moreeager, vnderſtand morepar- 
ticularly che benefics that you ſball reape by the ſame, 
It will make youthat which you ſolong to be, 4 ſaved 


ſoule in heanen, $0 Saint Paxuleaſſureth you. Itwill pra- rphe,r,r 
cure youthat which you {o fains would haue, Forgine- -uke 6. 30 


weſſe of all your ſinnes, So Saint Luke aflureth you. Itwil 
procure you that wheruntoal the brauery and felicity 
ofthecarth, is traſh and beggery. Praiſe honour, and 


glory at the joyfull appearing of Chriſt Teſws. And lo Saint 1 Peter, x 
Petey himſelfe, whom I know you will belecue, afſureth Ebae. 7 


you : Throughthis, youſhal hauefree acceſle to the 


grace of God, which will make you eternally happye. 


Throughthis you ſhall rejoyce in all your tribulations, 
which otherwiſe would make you vahappy,&through 
this like thoſe doubry louldiors of Chritt rhat haue led 


youthe waie, youſhall ſhew your ſelfeavaliant cham- 


pion, and ouercomethe world : This will be a Saper/c- 
deasvnto you, not onely againſt the cternall death, [ as 
is already proucd]but againſt the temporall death like- 
wiſe, for the belecucr,although he ſeeme to be dead) 
is alive, as the vnbeleeuer, [although he ſeeme to bee 
alive is dead: God giuerh [faich one] ſuch grace and 
priuledgeto faith, that death, which ofhis owne na- 
rure; is theprivationof life, doth thereby become the 
entrance. imto.life. This is that happy ſtarre whichwill 
lead youdire&tly to that houſe where the king of gory 
ha 
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hathhis habitation: Nay what will you 'fay if the virgin 
Mary, was not more happy for bearing the blefied bo- 
dy ot our Sauioe, then you ſhallbe by poſleſſing this 
faith, whereby,[ as by the inſtrumentalcaule] youmuſt 
beſaued: you thinkethis ahard ſaying, as the caper- 
naits thoughtthat of chriſts, yer Saint Augyſtine infer. 
rethno leſle, for thele are his wordes, Mary was more 
bleſſed in receining the faith of Chri#t, then ſhe was in cons 
ceining the fleſhof Chriit, 

The laſt benefitof tfairhthatIwill propoſe vatoyou, 
| [omicting many which Iknow, andacknowledging in- 
finite which Iknow not] is, that thereby your works wil 
becom good works, atleaſt accepted for good,& from 
thelcaſt to the greateſt, receiuetheir reward. VV hereas, 
withoutthe ſaid faith, there is no vertue in them, they 
caltno more in gods mouth,then the white ofan Egge 
doth in mans, they pleaſe himnot, for withour faith ic 
15 impoſlibleto pleaſe him : andindeed they areno ber- 


terthen ſinnes,for (as Thauveſaide )wharſocuer is notof A} 


faith, is ſin. Iknow youthink your worksare good alre- 
dy,8 betterby many degrees then mine,and metherc- 
fore an vnfit ſchookna.to reada leur therofvnto you. 
I refer thatvnto him,who haththe balance in his hand, 
and humbly throw downe mine, ſuch as they are atthe 
footftool of his mercy, confeſſing that many of thEare 
ſuch as Thaue cauſetobe athamed of, and' the beſt of 
them notſo good as I long they were,and hopethey 

_ willbe: butto make you loo with a ſingleand no ſuch 
indulgent cic vpon your owne, Vn derffand that _ 
good work mult neceſſarily hauetheſe two ends, Faith, 
and the glory of God:faith is the end from whence itmuſt 
proceed, Theglory of Godis the end wheruntoit _ 
: C 
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be direted Nowifthe work want cither of theſe ends, 
itis nota good worke,yours, want them both,for they 
cannotproceedfrom taich, which attributeth ſaluation 
wholy to the 1nerit ofchrilts rightcouſnefie, while you 
think that they inany degree,are meritorious of them- 
ſclues,neither canthey be directed to gods glory,when 
the,principall matter,whereat youaime in doing them, 
is your owneaduatitage. Now you mult conceiue fur- 
ther,thattheſe two ends of good works faith and Gods 


- gloryare inſeperable.Sothatdo your works from faith, 


and you cannot chooſe but do them to Gods glory, & 
you ſhalbeſure though you doe them notin hope of 
reward) to recciue reward for doing them, 

The means whereby you muſt attaine vntothis faith, is 
carneſt praier, according to chriſtes preſcription, and 
atcentiue hearingof the word of God, Touching the 
firſt, let mecell youthat God many times ſeemerh to 
defer the giuing of his bleſſings, euen thoſe bleflinges, 
whichfrom al eternitie he hath determined togiue, vn- 
althey be ſought for, and begged at his hands by prai- 
er.I vvill inſtance this only in our father J/aac,to whom 
vvhen God, toexpell his ſforrovv, for his deere decea- 
ſed mother, had giuen the comfort ofa tairand louing 
wiſe, yet he gaue notyſlue, [ Rebeckavvasa good while 
barren]vnul ſuch time as he betooke himſeltto prater 
for the ſame,and thentheLorde was intreated of him, 
and his wife conceiued: I doubt notbut God had euer 
purpoſed, thafat that verye moment, ſhee ſhoulde 
conceiue, yerto teach vs howe acceptable our praiers 
arevnto him, and how it pleaſeth him by the meanes 
therof to conuey our neceſlaries vnto vs,therext ſaith, 


The Lord was intreated of him, and Rebecka his wife con- gq ,,-.x 


eiged, as though if 7/aac had not praicd ſhe ſhoulde 


A Chriftian 
nothaue conceiued, it you pleaſe to make vſe heereof, 
you may thus thinke that God for ought you know 
hath determined that your ſoule ſhallnot become fruit- 
ful,nor concciue and bring fourththis faith, vntillyou 


beg the ſame of him by earneſt prayer, and that then, 


becauſc heis ſtill the ſame God he wil be intreated,and 
your ſoule ſhallbe conceined both ofthis faichand all 
otherneedeful graces that acompany the fameto your 
eternall comfort. | 

The other meanes to get faith is the hearing of 
Gods word, for faith cometh by hearing, andhearing 
by the word of God. The Samaritans vponthe report 
ofa woman partly belecued ia chriſt, and thought that 
it might behee whom they expeRed; but when they 
had heard him themſclues then they throughly belee- 
ued, and knew that he was that ſauiour which was pro- 
miſed. You haue beenetolde much of chriſt whoe is 
the foundarion of faith by thoſe that haue conferred 


moſt with you about ſpirituallaffaires, and ſomrhing in 


this my letter you haue heard of him. Bur did you heare 


himyourſelfe ſpeake, I meane, did yourcad the ſcrip- 
tures whichare his owne wordes, and hard them read 


andexpounded, by thoſe which are his faithfullmini- | 


ſters; O then you would | Ihope]notalmoſt, but alto- 
gether becomea chriſtian;*then would you not partly 
but wholy belecuein him that dyed foryou; then wold 
your faith be no longer wauering, but throughly con- 
firmed. | 

For how could you chuſe but be ſtrengthned in your 
beliefe of him, whenyou ſhould be acquainted withall 
the things hedid ,andinduredfor your ſake?how could 
- Youchuſe but be rauiſhed in affection, and with the 
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true church be ſicke of loue, when you ſhould heare 
him call you (notwithſtanding all your vakinddealing 
towards him) his Siſter, his loge, his ſpouſe, his doue, and Solo, fong 
his vndefiled. It maketh my heart bleedeto thinke how 429; "<* 
| ! ' © 91.9:ch6, 
you and many thoulandes, | ſuch ſcely ſeduced inno- 8.ch, 6.8 
cents] are depriued of theſe, and infinice other. ſuch 
like heaucnly and vnexpreſſable confolations. Andall 
for the want of this worde of God, which you ſufferto 
belocked vp from you, and wherewith [choughitmuſt 
import you] youare leaſt acquainted, chriſtes caucar 
ſhal be the concluſion of thus point, He that hath eares 
ro heare let him heare. | | 
Laſtly vnderſtand how cheape this faith will bevnto 
you. Ina word, it willneither coſt you trauell nor mo- 
ney, Itwill coſt younotrauell, tor you neede bur heare 
the voice ofchrilt, when he cryeth vnto you, and open 
the dooreof your heart vnto him when he knocketh 
thereupon by his word, and youſhall receiue it, bebo{d 
[ſaith chriſt] 1 ftaud at the doore and knock, if any man 
heare my voice, and open the deore, Iwill come in unto him 
and will ſup with him, and he with me : Itwillcoft youno 
money, for you neede bur doe as the King of heauens 
proclamationdire&erhyou,.and it ſhall begivenyou 
freely : Ho enery one [faith the prophet [ char thirflech F51-: 
come ye to the waters, (which arethe ſacred ſcriptures, 
containing Gods reuciled counſel) and ye that hauens 
Siluer come buy and eate, come I ſay and buy wine ana mntke 
without fluer ,and without mony z, And theſe arenothing 


Reuc].3.20 


| butfaith, and theholy graces thatacompany theſame, 


whichareas neceſlary.for thenouriſhment oftheſoule 

asWine and Milke and ſuch like meare 15, for there- 

{efionofthe body. | Minh hh fo RL A 
I \ Thus 
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$4:5719.-S$1 J S721 h SS 
T Hos, having [as I haue bin compelled} poaſted th 
6. Set. through thele later parts 3 namely what the medi- W. 
cine is that you muſtrake, faith : the benifits you ſhall 68 
receiue theteby felicityin this world, andin the world to an 

come: Aſterwhatſort youmult gettheſame; By prayer 
andhearing Gods word: Andlaſtly, how lictlethi s incſti- vo 
nablcITewell will coſt you, Nezther traucil nor money : & He 
being circulerly nowreturnedto the wordof god,theſe | © 
waters of comfort which art firſt be ſprinckled the front Ee 
ot my letter, lerme intreat you,8& by no lefte important tha 
regardes,then for the loue you beare to your owne the 
ſoule, which muſt necdes be deare vnto you, andfor Ser 
the lone and zeale you carrye to the glorye of God, leſ] 
which ſhould be dearer vnto you; that youreuerent- wh 
ly vnclaſpe his holy booke, diligently peruſe the ſame, Me 
and daye and nighteuen continually, make the con- nb 
tentes thereof, [ with holy Dauid] your {weete and pro- 010! 
fitable Meditation: if you wilnot readeitatmy requeſt, 4 
yerlet me requeſt youto obſerue that wonderfull de- wit] 
ſcriptionwherby the Apoſtle, euentoinflame you with mar 
| rheloue thereof commendeththeſame vnto you, The chri 
x Hebr,4,12 wordof God | faichhe] # linely and mighty in operation, nal; 
and ſharpty then any two edged ſword,and entreth through righ 
exen vnta the diuiding aſunder of the ſpirit and the iontes, did, 
and the marow, and is a diſcerner of the thoughts and the | ue 
intents of the heart. To this comendationof the apoſtle, "_:4 
| -Imilladioynethe commaundementthatGodhimſelfe | fort 
IO ginethyoutouching the ſame, in theſe very wordes, prea 
** "Thereforeyeſhall laywp theſe my wordes inyour heart, and muſ' 
#n your ſoule, and bind them for a fiene vpor your hand, ſelfe 
that they may bee as a frontlet beewtene your cies, and Ciſcc 

71% | | you 
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you ſhall texch them your children, ſpeaking of them when 
thou fitteſt in thine houſe, and when. thou walkeſt by the 
wate, and when thou beſt aqwne, and, when thour ' 4 UVpz 
and thou ſhalt write them vpon the poſtes of thine th. 
and wpon thy gates. 

This is the commaundement of Gods owne mouth 
vnto you; ' Butalaſſe, howdo.you'performethe fame? 
How can youlaye his wordes. vp in-your heart? How 
can youmakeluch a Iewell of them, when you neither 
reade them, nor heare them reade vato you? Surely 
that is the cauſe of all, for as an ancienttather aide of 
the Hereticks walentiniani, that their, agnorance in the Treneus 
Scriptures, had brought them to that paſſe. So queſtions (ug, 
leſſe may I conclude, that! your neglect. of the, wor 126 
which would bea Laathorne vnto your tecte anda lighe 
vnto your pathes, is the reaſon that you are thus milled 
inblindeacſſe, and ſo ſeduced with error and ſuperſti; 
tion. | | REO Er er, 

Andthis your ghoſtly aduerſaric is wellacquainted 
- with, for heknowes that valeſſe you reade or heare the 
word of God, you can neueras the bleſſed mother of 
chriſt did,treature vp theſamein your hartto youreter 
nal inrich ment; he knoweth you can hardly beleevea. 
right with thoſe honeſt women of Boerie vnlelle as they 
did,you firſt recetuethe word with readineſic,whereby 
true reliefe is begotre : yea heknowes by his long expe- 
rience,thatwherethe word is not preached, the people 
forthe moſt part periſu,and therfore where tis neither 
preached,.nor reade, nor regarded, | his kingdome 
muſt nedes flori/h,which maketh him ſo ro beſtir him- 
ſelfe by his vnhallowed miniſters amongſt you; ſo to 
diſcountnance the word vnto you and fo with their po” 
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ſuzgeſtions to diſcourage y oufrom the reading of it, 
in calling it with their blaſphemous mouthes, imper- 
ſe, doibttull,inſufficient, but a dead letter, and euen 
like anioſe of waxe, ſubie& to any impreſſion: and in 
telling you that by the reading thereof diuers haue be- 
come Heretickes; howſocuer, yet that itis impoſſible 
by ſach'as your ſelfero be conceiued : Saw) 92 an 
themnoty no'more thenyou would belecue their mai- 
ſter the father of lyes, cuen falſhood irſelfe if you ſaw 
irvamasked: For you may be aſſuredrthatthe word of 
_ Godisperfe&; pure, & vndefiled,and thar albeit ſome 
places in the feripturs be obſcure, yet [[generally]they 


© nos. Shue viderſtanding to the ſimple, andare|as 1renes 
; renacus 


lo nous  fajth]'Plaine without donbtfulneſſe, and may be heard in- 

ir © differently of allmen . Therein is milke and proper 

Gregorius nnriment, euen for the tendreſt babethateuer lay in 

Landes, thelap ofthe church, It is a'water [{aith Gregory wher- 

zn the little lambe [ \uchas your lelte.] may wade, and the 

mighty Elephant[meaning the learned ones] may fivim, 

which Saint Augnſtrme likewiſe affirmed, ſaying that al- 

"4 mighty Godin the ſcriptures ſpeaketh- as a familiar friende 
Auguſtine - +2, 74 9p 6 

Epilt. 2,ad without diſimul tion, not tothe learned only, but both 

Volulianii #0 the learned and vnlearned. And with theſe holy fathers 


ofthe church, the reſt generally accordeherein, inui- | 


ting by their ſtrongeſt perſwaſtons, allforts of people, 
theignorant with the wiſe, the learned and vnlearned, 
together ro reparre_hether for their inſtruction, and 
from hence, as touching the difcharge of their chriſti- 
'an Office, bothtowardes God and mantoferchtheyr 
abſolute dire&ion. This may gjue you occaſion to 
 woouder what your Prieſtes meaneſoperimptorily to 
"interdi&t you the vicofthe holy ſcriptures, _ = 
OY os tan 
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learned Fathers, [whom notwithſtanding they willim- 
pudencly challenge to be wholly theirs, | were neuer 

heard inthat tune, but euertaughtthe contrary : the 

reafon heercot is calily gathered, they know that the 

worde of Godbeing abſolurely rruech, muſtneedes, 

were you acquainted with it, diſcouer their falſhoode 

vnto you. They knowe that the nature ofit being to 

give light, it would quickly expell that Cemerian darke- 

nes, wherewith your ſence is ſo inveloped, and by 

meanes whereot they lead you blindfolded into their 

denne of Idolatrie, andabhomination atthcir pleaſure, 

they know that then you woulde ſoone percciue their 
Iuggling, and that thereby you woiild plainly difſcerne 

them in their propper colours : Let them pretende AI 
thereforewhat they will, but this chicfely is the caule, ;,111,., 4 
foras Tertullianſaith. The ſacred ſcriptures doe connince Trini. 
and diſconer the guiles of Herztickes, which Chriſoſtome IY 
likewiſe obſerued when he ſaide, Heretickeprieſtes ſhut Wt Ho ot? 
faſt the gates of the truth, meaning rhey conceale the ys 
worde of God from the people : Becauſe they knowe thas * 

if the trueth appeare, they muſt of neceſſity forſake their 
church, T aduiſe therefore to. tortake their Counſell 

hercin, and will propoſe vnto you, for an excellent pa- 

rerne of imitation, thoſe godly Siſters in chrift which 
accompanied thar Religious Paule at Berhlem, whoby ,,.. 
the teſtimony of Hierame, accounted it vnlawtull to epiraph, 
to;be ignorant in the Pſalmes, and ſpent not one day 3v'* 
without learning fomethiag our of che Scriptures. And 

that vertuous Gorgoniaz whome her brother the good 
Mazianze inhis Funerall oration ouer her, commen- 


_ dcthfor being expertboth in the oldeand new te{ta- 


ment, let thee holy-virgins, and bleſſed handmaids of 
| £1 | chriſt 


To.5,3,9 
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Chriſt be your preſident,go hand inhand with them, 
as will belt become you, and molt redound to your 
aduantage,vnto this ſacred Fountaine of Gods word, 
this holy wellindeed, inſteed of your extraordinarie 
vnſanEtified Sai. /rrifreds: For hereof you may drink 
your fill, and haue your thirſt quenched, heerewith 
you may waſh your ſe]fe, and haue your leproſie clen- 
{ed,herin your foul| for that is the proper vertue of it] 
way find an heanenly ſolace, and be conuerted.For- 
ſake I fay their doctrine, herein, Nay foriake and a- 
bandon bothrhe & their doarin,themas no miniſters 
of chriſt, their doctrine as meere Antichriſtian : For- 
the Miniſters of chriſt deliver with Paule no other do- 
Erine ſaue that which they haue receijued of chriſt : 
butthey teach you the quite contrary, as in forbid- 
ding you to readthe ſcriptures,when chriſt commaun- 
deth you to reade them. Search the ſcriptures ſayerh 
chriſt, ſerchthem not ſay they. They te] you thatthe 


reading of them would driue you into errour : But 


chriſt telleth you,thar your error groweth becauſe you 
readthem not. Is not heerea plain oppoſition betwixt 
chriſt and them, his doctrine and theirs? Whatrecko- 
ningthenſhould youmake of them : The Apoſtle tel- 
eth you, that ifa very Angellſhould come from hea- 


uen, and preach vnto you ſuch doin as this, ſodit- 


ferent from that which he and the other apoſtles haue 
preached,you ſhould be fo far from belceuing him, as 
ratherto hold him accurſed- + ; 

Surely theſe fellows are ſuch, as our carefull and lo- 
uing ſhephearde giueth vs that friendly caucat to take 


*12,7,15,16 heed of. Beware [ſaith he] of falſe prophets,whixh come to 


You in ſbeepes cloathing ,[vnderthecolout ofholines and 
inno- 
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innocency, but this is the outward man onely, For ;x- 
wardly they are ranening Wolues. And the means wher- 
by you may diſtinguiſh chem from the true Miniſters 
_ ofchriſt is this : Ye fhalbknow themby their fruits. And 
here I mightrtake occa(ion, to giue youa further taſt of 
the fruits of your religion, namely of the do&rine,and 
conuerſation which your Popes, cardinals, Priefts, Teſu- 
its,and others generally of your church, from theyr 
inftru&ion and rolleration, haue taught and praQiifed, 
wherby afterthe rule of our fauiour in knowing thetree 
by the trair, you mightthe more plainly perceine your 
church,which youareſo confidently perſwaded, is the 
true church of chrilt,to beno other then the very Sy- 
nagogue of Saran.But iris too {patiousa field for mee 
ro pace through, it were thetaske rather ofa mans lite, 
a ſubie& fora mighty volume.To omittherefore their 
_ doctrineand life in generall, I willlay before you one 
onely inſtaunce hereof, which by theargument of our 
Sauiour, being fruit fo rottenand ilfauery,mult of ne- 
ceſlity, [you may be aflured } ſpring' from arooteas 
bitterand corrupted. 
Obſernations vpon the late diſcouered 
Treaſons. 


AN D [willnot lookebacke to former times, nor ” Sect, 


crauell forreine countries for the accident, Ir is 
that hotribleand inhuman conſpiracy, bredaad folte- 
redinthe boſome of your religion, and of late by the 
prouidence & ſweet mercy of our god, ſo bleſſedly dit- 
couered and defeated. A conſpiracy againſt the fayreſt, 
againſt the Lord, andagainſthis anoynted. And may L 


notlay againt all the ſoules of I{racll, thatbare _ 
| fait 


eA (hrithan * 
faith, andtrue allegiance io God andtheir ſoueraigne ? 
For all them, ſnould hauec telrthe force ofthat terrible 
blow, thatwas threatned, and inſome degree or other 
pertaked of the Tragedy,A Tr:gedy whereunto althe 7ra- 
gedies of the world, begin withthar-of Abell, and come 
along allages, to the laſtthar dranke of that'cup inour 
owne memory would haue giuen place, and for horror, 
monſtro{iſme, and true effentiall diueliſhneſſe, could 
not haue bin compared. Which would haue made all 
the bloody villaines, that cuer. breathed, better, orat 
eaſt lefſe thought vpon, becauſe the cog itations of all 
the me in theſeparts ofthe earthwoldonly haue bin caſt 
therupon, as they are partly already but with the fame 
ofthe intention: No, the like Tragedy was neueradcted, 
nor { Ithinke] by the moſt abſolu:c incarnate Diuell e- 
uer before plotred, A plot | as Danza] ipeaketh, to haue 
rooted vs outſo many thouſads.yea millions within this 
kingdome,.thatwe ſhould haue been no morea people, 
andthatthe very name ofa Proteſtant | vnleſlc in by- 
word] ſhould hauebeeneno more in remembrance, as 
| indeede] had they [ acordingas they proie&ed] made 
thathauock of them altogether, his facred Maieſty,our 
gratious Queene, the hopetull Prixce, and allthoſe ho- 
ly and worthy ones, theirattendants, it had not beenc 
altogether improbable. | 

Bur this while you will ſay T prouenot[as Ivnder- 
rooke]thatthis conſpiracy, which moſt of you, (with 
your tongues at leaſt) wil confeſſe, was wicked,and vn- 
1uſtifiable, to be the fruites of your religion, or any in- 
ſtance of your life and do&trine: for the cleering wher- 
of canT deale more plainely, then out of your owne 
mouth as it were to judge you, or produce better 


proofes ; 
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proofes then the politions and concluſions of your 
owne clerks, and greatelt diuines approuing and main- 
raining, thati \{ome cates itis lawtullfor 1b; :ects, tO 
riie vp inarmes againlt tneirKing, andthat the depo- 
fine 0: an Heret; oy vrince fuchas they takeour King LO 
be i5 2 commendable worke and meritorious. 
Vnderitand therefore that alle, Baines, Saunzers, 
Prſons, crefweil, Reynolis, Tolltt, Fellbiinitie: with 0- 
thers on whole {hou:ders as vpon fo many arch-pillers 
your churchot Rome hath forthis many yeares beene 
ſupporied, haue taughrand publii hedthefaid doctrin, 
as appeareth in their teuera) Iwritings,wheroflome few 
are collected in this booke intituled, An exa2ct, Uſconee 
ry of romiſh dottrine in caſe of con/prraſie and reveliion by 
pregnont obſernations, which heerewith I have ſentyou, 
ot purpoſe to giue you a better view of theic horrible 
doaArin2e.n or hicerein — bur touching other mat- 
ters likewife, which may tu{lly occaſion you to avate 
don them, and dereſt their courſes for cuer : and that 
this conſpir acy may be taken as an inftanceo' their li te 
likewiſe, who can make doubt, when they themfcl.ies 
tho:!ld hane beene the performers thereof, when the 
plotters, ators, abetrrers. and all that ſhould have 
waſhed theirhandes in that bloody baſon, were Papiſ/s, 
deuored to your _—_ and ſuchas you call Catho- 
lickes. It is therefore [queſttonleſſe] an in{tance of their 
life nd dvArine, the proper Gli of theirReligion : 
yea, yea, it is a habe of their owne begctting cuery 
ynchof it : And though they ſearch each corner of 
their witto ſhift it ofFand fatherit vpon others,yetſnal 
it alvajes be reput edti:eirs, They ſhalleuerbee infor- 


cedrokeepe it, andbcearettvpon their backs as anoto- 
kx r10us 


eA Chrſtian 
Tious badge oftheir fornication, anda durable monu- 
mentof cheir ſhame, whiles the world indureth : yet is 
it worthy ubferuation, to note what poore deuiſes they 
hauc, and what milcrable thittes they are driuen vnto, 
I meane your Frieſtcs and theſuites and ſuch as you 
moit Cepend vpon, and are chietely directed by, to 
daube vp the macrer [it tacy could]atleaſtto preſerue 
their ellimation awhile amongſt you, and {though ir 
lyeadying) to lynger it out as long as is poſſible. But 
to 0Mit the reſt, 1 will onely mention that which ſce- 
meththeir finallrefuge, and ſerueth them for the belt 
ſhelter to beare of the force off this imputation. They 
maintaine, that although the conſpirators were all of 
them profeſſed tothe Church of Rome, yetthat it was 
not the doctrine of that church, but ambition, dif. 
contentment, and deſperate eſtate, that drew them 
thereunto ; for their doctrine gaue warrant for no 
ſuch courſes, and that without queſtion the Popes 
| holineſſe could never be touched therewich. To the 
former pointe I haue already anſwered, and proued 
vnto you by the Teſtimony of their moſt famous and 
profoundeſt diuines, that it is the doctrine of their 
church, and therefore by all likelyhood they recetued 
their protection thence, aad it was that, which gaue 
them their chicfe encouragment. Now whether the 
Pope [whom you call the head of your church] were 
priuy tothe damnable purpoſe of theſe all-bloody mi- 
ſcreants,this worſe then Catilniary crew of confpira- 
tors, whom it cannot bedenyed were members there- 
of, I know not; howbcit, the regard of ſimpathy be- 
twixtthehcadand the members, together with conſt- 
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Loue-letter. 
deration thatthe greateſt part ofthe prizein alllikely- 
hood would haue tallen to his ſhare, may ſeeme a ſub- 
ſtantiall ground for aſuſpition : But this TT dare faie, 
that if he were not acquainted withtheplot, nor would 
haue aplauded ir, it he had beene; but bearetha minde 
oppoſite to ſuch deſeignes, he is an honeſter manthen 
ſome of his predeceſlors have beene. Witneſſe the 


I letterwhich N. the Cardinall of Como ſent vnto Parry, 


for the murthering of our deere deccaſed Soucraigne 
of tamous memory, Queene Elzabeth to this cfteR. 


Sg Yr the Popes holines hath peruſed your letter, and cannot 
but commend your 7004 diſp»ſition, reſolution,which 
{ a5 you ſay ) tendeth to the publike benefit ; wherein his ho- 


| lineſſe exhorteth you to perſiit, and toeffett that which you 


promiſe. Andbec1uſe you may be the better afitted by that 
good ſpirit which hath induced you to this, hu bleſſeaneſſe 


1 grauntethyoufullpardonand forziueneſſe of all your ſinnes 


as you deſired; aſſuring you, that beſides the merit whieh 


1 you receine inheauen, his holineſſe will brcome a further 


debtor to acknowledge your deſeruings in the beſt ſort hee 
may. And the rather for that you wſe ſo great modeſty in 
pretending nothing. Put therefore in exicution your hono- 
rable and holy thoughtes, and looke to your ſafety. And 
fo Tpreſent my ſelfe hartely unto you, end wiſh you all 
good and happy ſucceſſe : From Rome the thirty of lanuary 


I 584. 
Yours to diſpoſe 
X. Carainall of Como. 
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Ifchis letter will not ſatitie you,that your Popes haue 
approued ({uch bloody courles, take notice I pray you 


Decretum how Pope Gregory che nunth madea decree;that anye 


Gregg 
_—_ 


Bulla pij. 
Qin, 


man mightrenounce, andimbrewe his handes in the 
bloud ofthis kinſman, his ſonne, his father, or whom- 
ſocuer without deſtinction, in cafe he were an Here- 
ticke, [as alwere adiudged that protefied notpapiltry.] 
And how Pope Sextus quintus,tooke vponhimthe Ot- 
fice ofan orator, and 1na publicke and premeditated 
ſpeech beforeall his cardinals, extolled tothe skies, 
that Wicked Xonke, whicn ſo murthered Henry the 


third, king of Frazce, commending the murther for 


anotablec, rare, and meruecilous peece of worke, con- 
demning the murthered, as an vntortunate king dy- 
ing in his {inne, and beitowing no worſea ticle then 
Religious mn, vpon the villaine that was the murthe- 
rer. And laitly, how Pope Pius quintws practiſed the 
death of our faide Queene Elizabeth, and tent his Bull 


Font.miZ- forthar purpoſe, importing as tolloweth : 1: is our will 


and we commanna;that the ſubiects of Enelandtake them» 
ſelues to armes againſt Elizabeth their Queene. 

In thelc few mirrors,the eyerhat isnotvtcerly blind 
may plainely diſcerne, whether your Popes be com- 
paR ofnothinge bur fandtety, andintegrity, as they 
are continually defcribed vnto you, and howe their 
harts clcatiing faſt tothe ſormer grounds, rel attected 
in{:1ch a caſe of murthering princes, and.incitinge 
their ſubiefs to rebellion : This ſeemeththen a weake 


ſhclrcr but ſhame muſt haue acouer,though it be but. 


offis leaucs. 
- Iconld [methinkes] out ofthe bowels of chriſtian 
charity, trora my hart deplore,thatthey who pee 
3 Ns Ce EF; 
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the true ſcruice of God, and in ſome ſort call vppon 
the name of Teſus, ſhould fo far degenerate from the 
nature ofachrijtian, as to plot, and proſequte to the 
period, ſfucha monſtrous and diuclliſh deſeign, as the 
hart ofthe molt irreligious,and hardeſt-trozea Arhejſt 
would haue rrembled at, and the worlt of thoſe barba- 
rous Scythiza bloud-{uckers,could not buthaue abhor- 
red. VV hich the idolatrous Turke, and all wicked Erh- 
nicks will tor euer | [think] as an argument againſt the 
pretious bloude ot our fantour, caſt intothe teeth of 
Chriſtendome, becaulſeit putteth downeallthe world 
for a point of immanity, trreligion, and compleat vi- 
lany . nquire [ſaid Moſes | of the antient dates, which are 
before thee, [ince the day that Goacreated man wppon the 
earth, and from one en1 of heauen to the other, if ener there 
werethelike thinz done. And is not this ſpeech,[though 
fro adillcrent ground] proper tothis conſpiracy,if the 
laſt worde be lctc out? Indeede, itwas not abſolutely 
done, forthe bow brakeatthe vpihor, Ir was doneto 
theſc your carholicks, that wilhedand went about the 
doing ofit, We giue them like thankes, and GO D 
[without Repent ance] will gine them the like reward, as 
ifit had bene done. Bur it was not doneto our Kinge, 
ro our Queene, to our Prince, andthoſe thouſandes, 
which by the power of that infernall blaſt, ſhoulde no 
doubthaue accompanied them to the preſence of che 
eternall Majeſty : Itwas not done vntothem, bleſſed 
be our mercifull God, that vndid1t, and out of his all- 
loving kindnes to his church, fo gratioufly puthis 
owne right.-hande, which bringeth mighty | things 
to paſſe, betwixtc the purpoſe and the executi- 
on. | 
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Surely, they thought themſclues of gods priuy coun- 

Inthelet- ſell : God and man haue concurred to puniſhthe wickednes 
484 _ . #f the time:Buthadthey bin ſo much as of his court, 
tegle. tpey would better haue known his pleaſure, for there 
| they would haue herd the Lord, giuing them this pre- 
cept, Thou ſhalt not kill. There Danid would haue asked 

them this queſtion: I/hocan lay handon the Lord annoin- 

red, and be guiltleſſe : There Paule would haue fetthem 
downethis poſition, !/hoſoener reſiſt, purchaſe to them- 

| ſelues damnation. The Tyrauntes boaſted that they 

In the ij could do miſchicfe, 1/ay they ſhal receine a terrible blow, 
Letter to but we felt that zhe goodneſſe of God ſtill indared. The 
os 4 Lord,( according tothe prayer of Dauid) woulde xot 
deliuer the ſoules of ſo many of his Turtle Doues wnto the 
multitude of their enemies, and therefore he ſhot at them 


with a ſwift aroow, & hewed the ſnares of theſe ungodlie © 


ones in pecces : yet in ſomthing they ſaid truth,the con- 
cluſ{ion of that confident menace fell out right : 4nd 
In the ſaid yer they ſhal not ſee who hurt them.They do not{ indeed] 
Et "Cod thatſhieldedthem fromtharterrible blow, be c- 
uerpraiſed. 

They do not ſee who hurt them, but they ſee that 
whichchoſe vipers little thought they ſhoulde, haue 
ſcene; they ſee ſome of thoſe that woulde have hurt 
them, and | I hope] will fee the reſt, howſocuer I 
knowe they are. ſeene, and will be remembred ac- 
cordinge to his bleſſed will, that beſt knoweth how 
to rewarde them. They doe nor fce who hurte 

E them, but they ſce who preſerued them from 
hurt. | 

His Maieſty docthſee, and acknowledge, that it 


was 


Lowe-letter. | 
1] was the ſame God thar ſtoode ſo neere his holy father 

J King Dawdin a] his daungers, That ſaned his life [6 oft 
I from deſtruition, andcrowned himwith ſuch mercy and 


1  louintkindneſſe : that it was the ſame God thar ſtucke 


as cloſe to his deare Siſter Queene Elizabeth in allher 
troubles, and from her cradle, tillhe had ſet the crown 
vpon hir head,& during althe time of hir moſt famous 
and victorious raigne, preſerued heras the Apple of 
- his cie, andneuerleft her, vntill he had chaunged her 
corruptible crowne of golde, to an incorruptible 
crowne of glory, for her greater aduancemenr :and 
finally, that it was the ſame God, which had couered 
him likewiſe from time to time, vader his gratious 
wings, and made him taſte | ere that day] the ſweete- 
neſle ofhis mercye, as ſencibly as Dauid, or Eliza- 
beth, or any other of thoſe deare annointed ones, 
1 had done before him : yea that preuented him with 
1 his liberall bleſſinges, and prote&ed him, not one- 
ly from the houre of his byrth, [ ſince the worlde 
inioyed him, ] but which is more woonderfull, 
whiles the happie wombe of his Mother incloſed 
him : Many 4 time hane they vexed me from my youth, 
vp, may ourking ſay with 1/7aell, but they haue not pre- 
wailed againſt me. And I will ſay with thoſe of 1/raell, 
thatpray for the peace of Jeruſalem, and wiſh well to 
yon, I hopethey ncuer ſhall: for Idoubtnot,but God 
hath euer ſworne by his holineſle, as he did toking 
| Dauid, and queere Elizabeth, thathewill neuer faila 
king 7ames. 
With the like cie of thankfulnes, doth the queen,the 
Prince, the peeres,andall the reſt looke vppon their de- 


livery : acknowledging God only to be their deliuerer: 
no 


A (hriihian 
yeathe graue Aeſorstheintelues,whoſe wiſedome may 
be termed a brazen wailto our kingdome, doe eethat 
a deeper reach, andfar greater proutdencetleatheurs, 
euen the wiſedome of tne alinighty was the principall 
worker lieercin: and theretore, | tor all theic paynes, 
and prudence in the difcouery | lay the mater wholy 
fromthemſelues, and (till make this their concluſion: 
Not unto vs Lord, not wntovs,but unto thy name gite the 
praiſe. Andall, from the oreareſt ro' the mearceit, that 
ſhould inſtantly, or by degrees, haue taſted ofthe ltra- 
tagem, docſce| hkewile not who hurt them : burwho 
preſerued them: and accord in this ioytull acclamati- 
on. 1twas thy hand 0 Lord thit cid it : T wonder what 
conſtru&ionthe fauourers of your profeſſion make of 
the accident. I know how they carry it outwardly, bur 
what their inward man thinketh of 1c, 1n approba:1 10n0r 
deteſtatationot the vlot, and tou-hing the diſcoucry, 
theres the point. One of rhe principals ſecmed onely 
ſorry thatthe matter tooke nor efict, and flood toit 
(like himfel!e) thatit was not God, it was the Nyrell 
that preuented it : Bur the deſperate, and obcurate 
miſcreant, thatinchriſtan & vncircumciſed Philiſtine, 
withall ofthat opinion, were vtterly deceiued, for the 
dyucl!l | without queſ: ton] would haue ſung Gaudeamns 
vi iththe merieſt. thatday would[inalll kelihood | have 
beene the Dyuels holiday : and therefore. in def! ioht 
of him, but chietely to render vnto our gratious God 
from whom our ſaluation commeth, the ſacrifice of 
praiſe andthanktgiuing, the very ſame daicſrall for e- 
ucrbeourholiday. 

Buttoleauethem that draw ſucheuill vſe from this, 
as generally they doe fromall other occurrents, in the 


pLIe- 
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preiudiceof their miſconſtruQion : Itis the defire of 
my heart, and would be a joy vnto my ſoule, thatyou 
{for your part) would make a profirable vie therof,thar 
with the truce ſeruantes of God, you would draw good 
our of this cuill, meditate thereupon, and ſeriouſly 
ponder each circumſtance belonging therunto,which 
would [I make no queition] prouea happy meanes to 
remoue you out of the baſc and erronious {choole, that 
readeth whole le&ures of .ignorance vnto you, and 
wherein ouerlong you haue beene trayned vp,and lear- 
ned, nothing but abſurdities, vnro that be{t learned, 

and moſt Godly vniuerfiry, which will inrich your hart 

with diviue wiſedome; and whereinto your great com- 

fort and vnſpealable benifityou ſhall be tutord, and 

conſorted with crue chriſtians. 

Andto this end,I meanfor yourlearning this oneleſ- 
ſon,of making the right ve of the coſpiracy which may 
ſo muchauaile you,diſdaine me not (how vnworthy ſo- 
euer I ſeeme) rhe place of your ſcholemaiſter. Thus 
then I pray you)learneto read after me. Surely, it was 
the mighty hand of God, that defeated the purpoſe of 
thoſe blood-thirſtypapiſts,thoſe more then barbarous 
confpirators : It was his tender mercy that ſet his hand , 
tothat happy and cuer memorable piece of worke;they 
were his beloued ſeruants vnto whom ſuch mercy was 
extended, that is his true church, wherof thoſe his ſer- 
uantes are members, and therefore by neceſſary con- 
ſequence, the church of Rome, thatis plainely oppo- 
fitero this church of God, that is in deadly enmity wich 

theſe ſeruantes of God, that inwardly repineth ar this 

| mercyof God, andthatis ſo manifeſtly oppugned by 

| this handeof God, isthe m_ church, no —_ - 
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A (hriftian 
chriſt but thevery idolatrous and abhominable. Sina- 
gogue of Anticuiſt. This 1s but aſhort icflon : howbe- 
it you con the lame pertecily by hart, and truely con- 
ceiue it, you ſhall tee:'e your ſoule | I doubcnot] ſo fix- 
edvponthe deepe conlideration or this fauing hand, 
ſo wrapt vp with the {wectadmuiration ot this exceeding 


mercy,ſo inflamed with the burning defire to be racked 


amongſt theſe happy ſeruants,ſo raui(hed with the zea- 
lus loue ofthis church, that you wilreſt aſſured & moſt 
reſolutely conclude, that we whom the Lord in ſuch 
gratious ſortpreſcrueth vnderthe ſnadow of his wings, 
whoare ſodeere and tender vnto him, and whom hee 


thus hedgerh about, and hemmeth in on euery fide, 


are his peculiar people, his choſen generation, mem- 
bers of his true church, and that your church ot Rome 
[which indeed as the prophet ſpeakethof Hieruſalem] 
was [inthe primitive time] A righteous crtty andfull of 
equity, is become wnfaithfull as a whore, though righte- 
on/neſſe aid dewell init, yet, that now it « inhabited with 
murtherers, and that her ſiluer i turned to droſſe, and hey 
wi ne is mixt with water. Thus | Ifay]ifyou maketrue 
vſe ofthis conſpiracy [queſtionleſſe]you wil conclude, 
and concluding fo, for ſake Babilon andenter into Zron, 
and for the good eſtate of your foule, moſt willingly 


embrace this counſel of your Lord, andfauiour. Come 


away from her my people that you be not partakers of her 
fnnes and that you receine not of her plagues. | 
Now giue meleaue inawordeto knit vp this point 
of rreaſon, | for which the 1þe/artes, theſecular prieſts 
andtheir followers (miſtiled catholickes) are become 
ſoegregious, withthe chriſtianand vntainted reſolu- 
tion of theprofeflors ofour religion touching ſuch de- 
leignes- 


_Lowe-Leter: 

ſcignes. I, thatprize my ſelfe as the leaſt of Gods gra- 
ces,and challenge no prerogatiue of faithfulneſle to 
my King and countrey, aboue the loyalty of an ordina- 
ry.proteitant, do | without any ofthote mental irteli- 
gious reſcruations] tolemnely proteſt, that were I ſe- 
cured by an Angell trom heauen, to pollefle as much 
wealth; and attaine vnto aſmuch wiſedome as Salomon 
did, to{way as many kingdomes as Aſzerus d1d,toliue 
as fairc an ageas Methuſelah did, and infine,to take my 
leaue of the world, withan eatic, andquiet diſlolution ; 
yet would | not, in liea ofall this earthly bleſſedneſſe, 
once lifrvp my hand,orſo muchas incline my heart to- 
wards che depoling of my lawtul ſoueraigne the Lords 
anoinced, no notalthough my king were a tyrant,as we 
all know ,and his very enemies acknowledge he is grati- 
ous and mild,and [after the Apoſtles precept] hath put 
ou even the bowels of compaſiion ; but concerning this laſt 
ereaſon, that reaſon of treafons, the vnparalleld arch- 
treaſon of the world, my proteſtation ſhall extend ir 
ſelfe further : Namely, that were I aflared [beſides the 
fruition of all the former cited feliciry] that my God 
neither in this world by the wormeot conſcience, nor 
in the world to come by eternall confufion, would lay 
the ſame to my charge, butabſolutly remir it for euer, 
yet,that Ithouldabl1or from my ſoule ſuch a bloody; 8 
inlumaineaction, &neuer be wonto giue my conſent 
thereunto, tor my loue to god and his church,my king, 
and country, would [1 know] religioufly, and forcibly 
reſtrain: ine; heere you maythinkeTgo very far, but I 
aſuroyoung furcher then Iam direed by holy war- 
rantzanechis I affirme tobe the true reſolutionota pro- 
celtant and preſent vnto.you asthe proper fruit w; OUT 
relizion, L 23 Vhere- 
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Whereupon if you pleaſeto fix the cie of your ſoule, | 
which is your vnderſtanding,and weighthe ſameinthe | 
trueand ſingle ballance of impartial Iudgment, you wil | 
preſently [1doubr not] diſtalt the fruits of your religi- Y: 1 
on, and happely diſcouer the ſame, notto beas itſee- Y. | 
meth, but rather bke theaples of Sodome,which are ſaid 
to befaire and beautifull in ſnew, but when they are 
touched, turneto aſhes ,and reucile themſclues tobe 6f © t 
no ſubſtance: ButI ouerlong deraine you, and confeſſe |} 1 
tis morethen hie time I had concluded: Ileauethere- : 
fore this, andallthe other pointes formerly touched, 
ro your matureandindifferent confideration,andtheirs 1 
[whomſocuer] that ſhall lkewife daigne the perufall I 
thereof, and will now. make bold, {though an vnbid- 


den gueſt, and butan intruder) rocome to your wed- 2 
ding. y 

It ſhould ſeem [without impeachment of the gent. b 
worth]that the deere expence of your time, that pre- C 
tious and vnualuable Iewell, was an eloquent andpo- { t 


werfull aduoearte in his behalf, that ar laſt hath ſo hap- 
pily made conqueſt of your affeion : wherein I muſt 
approue your wiſedome, for there is no earthly Tewel 
to be compared therewith. Tewels being loſt, may by 
poſſibility be recouered againe, but time being ſpent 
can neuer be recalled againe. I condemne my ſelfein 
iuſtifieng of you. Indeede therein (Tcontefſe) Thaue 
bene a prodigall,for Ihaue playedſo long at this dan- 
gcrous game of delay, that I deſcrue methinkes to be 

notorious forill husbandry. Fhe idle time-ſpen- 

der being [as it 1s truely ſaide] the greateſt vnthritt: 

you haue confideratiuelyavoidedthis ſcandal), wher- 

unto Ionely ſay this; thatas youhaue bin wiſc to en- 

rer 
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ter into thathappy and honourable calling of mar- 
rage, and for ought I knowe ,aduited in making your 
choiſe; ſo it is and ſhall be my prayer, how weake ſoe- 
uer you accountthe power thereof, thatyou may bee 
hlefied inyour courle, thatyour husbande that lyerh 
- inyour bolom, the yſſue which is likely toſpring from 
thoſe imbracements,and all other bleſhngs belonging 
to marriage, may Ceriue vnto you ſuch contentment 
ment and happineſle, as your vtitcrmoſt deſires can 
| aimeat, orany Gentlewoman of the world cuerinioy- 
_ ed. It you haue deſerued well of me, this | tor the pre» 
{ent]is my beſt requitall, it otherwiſe, it1s my vrecr- 
moſt reuenge. 

Bur it the world {which is wedded to idle inquiſition) 
and {icke of her old diſeaſe, (ſini{ter miſconſ{truction 
would vnderſtand the reaſon rhatbrake the marriage 
berwixtvs two, and gauc you occaſion otherwiſe to 
diſpoſe of yourſelte, as you haue done: letthem know, 
that [on my part] nothing but our different religion 
was the impediment, I appeale vnro yourleltewhether 
I ſpeake truely : For you cannot but remember thatin 
all oportunity , I was ſtill harping vpon that (tring, and 
cuer did my beſt (thoughall in.vaine) to haue er the 
famein perfe& tune. Itold you, that if you wouldal- 
ter your grofſe and foolich opinions, or but giue mee 
hope that in future time, Iſhould haue bettrer hea- 
ring, and might happily win you thereunto, Iwoulde 
be moſt willing, and thinke my felie moſt happyto 
knitthat gordean knot, without longer defecrring; al- 
though our friends ſhould vrterly withſtand ir, ande- 
uen inforce vs toget our maintenance: I,with my pen, 


and you with your needle, yeaalbeir wewere ſure to 
@ L 3 haue 
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I hope euer ibat haue reaſon to ſtand in feare of : Theſe 
words I pake oftnerthen once vato you,[I{pake them 
from my nart, I proteſted thatT (pake them fo, and I 


proteſt againerhat I protelledrtruly : This [merhinks] 


may dilcharge me from all imputations touching that 
matter, and vponthis targe of proofe will I lafely take 
allthe malevolent darts, that (ſnall bechrowne again{t 
my reputation; I ſay, if 1 was not ſo forward, and wil- 
ling as the world expected, and your worth required, 
our different manner of doing God feruice gaue the 
occalion: And youare not the only Iewell of worth, for 
I will euer acknowledge your worth, your morral ver. 


' tues,your gifts of nacur, all your praiſe-worthy parts, 


as al are praite-worthy, that, that onely, which/obſcu- 
reth ali the reſt, )excepred: Iſay youare notthe onely 
Iewellof worth, that this rehgious, and Jawfull impe- 
diment hath debarred me the wearing of : But my god 
whoſe bleſied will I reter my ſelf vnto, and vpon whoſe 
holy prouidence, I pray I may euer depende, will| I 
know ]ſ{ufhiciently prouide for thoſe that faithfuly truſt 
in his goodneſſe, andin his infinite and vnſpeakeable 


- diſtribution of bleſſings.[ Iam in good hope ] nor for- 


get my poor and finful ſclierhogh his moſt vaworthy 
ſeruant. 

And fol beſeech his diuine Maieſty Our almizhtie 
erentor, for the merit of his deere ſonne Our merciful re - 
deemer by the illumination of his bleſſed ſpirit,0ur ho- 
ty ſanttifier to renew you in the ſpirit of your mind:to giue 
you grace to lay ./owne the old man which 1s corrupt ,and 
zo put on that new man,which | after God |is ſhapen in righ- 
teonſne(ſe, and holjneſſe of truth : To fill you with knaw- 

| | l ledge 
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ledge of bis will, in all wiſedome and ſpirituall underſian-- 


ding, to free you from theſe ſtrong d eluſions,and to giue 
you, arrue,liuely, & iuſtifieng faith in the cighteouſ- 
nes of Chriſt Ieſus our Sautor,wherby you haue cauſe 
to ſay and {ing with holy Dauid, My ſoul is pe enen as 
a bird out of the ſnare of the fowler the ſnare is broken,and 
Tam delinered : That when your houſe of clay, whoſe foun- 
dation 1s but duſt, ſhall be conſumed. You may be tranſlated 
znto the great citty holy Teruſalem, be fed by the Lambe, 
which is 1m the mid(t of the throne, be led into the fountains 
of ning water, haue all your teares wiped from your eyes: 
And in a word be crownedamonegſt thetrue ſeruants 
of the cucrliuing God with eterrall ioy and felicity in 

heauen : where I hope , notwithſtanding our = 

ſeperation vpponearth, we ſhall one 
day by the mercy of our 
god,liueand raign 
together. 
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